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If you’ve found yourself driving down 
Highway 111 at the corner of Frank Sinatra 
in Rancho Mirage at some point in the past 
couple weeks, you may have wondered 
to yourself whether that big blue sign on 
the Federation building has always been 
there. Someone asked, “How could I have 
passed it every day for years and only 
noticed the sign now?” Well, to all those 
scratching your heads, rest assured the 
signage is indeed brand new! Yes, the 
Jewish Federation of the Desert building 
finally has signage that is visible clearly 
from multiple directions during the day 
– and that even lights up at night. This 
light is a beacon to all those who drive 
by, letting people know where the Jewish 
Federation is located here in the Coachella 
Valley. 

The especially astute passerby may have 
also noticed that our new sign has several 
components. In addition to the name of 
our organization appearing largely on the 
frieze, the building now has a new name, 

prominently displayed, on the eastern side 
of the building’s entablature: SHERWYN 
TURBOW BUI ILDING. In Judaism, 
the act of naming – whether a person, 
place or even a building – has powerful 
significance. The importance of naming is 
paramount in the story of Creation in the 
Book of Genesis and plays out in all sorts 
of critical ways throughout our tradition, 
including in the wondrous act of naming 
every newborn baby. Naming is believed 
to bring order to an otherwise chaotic 
world, and the Talmud teaches us that one 
takes on the particular virtues of a name.

For all these reasons, Jewish Federation 
of the Desert understands that names 
matter. And we could not be prouder than 
to now have a building named for our 
beloved community member, Sherwyn 
Turbow. Sherwyn has lived by the values of 
philanthropy and tzedakah, contributing 
to causes of significance to the community 
for many years, including promoting 
tolerance education in the Desert. Just a 
few weeks ago, Sherwyn Turbow received 
the Edie Keller Leadership Award from 
Alzheimers Coachella Valley for his 
unwavering commitment in finding a cure 
for the disease. We could not be more 
grateful to have this indelible association 
with Sherwyn Turbow and to have this 
opportunity to display our partnership 
publicly. 

The new sign is much more than a clear 

marker of place; it is a reaffirmation of our 
purpose. At this especially challenging 
time for the Jewish community around 
the world, as antisemitism rises to levels 
never seen before in the United States, 
the sign is a concrete statement that 
we will not recede into the shadows. 
Our big, bold, bright blue sign is an 
expression of our community’s conviction 
that we will remain safe and secure not 
by compromising our identity, but by 
embracing it. Our hope is that the new 
signage will inspire everyone in our 
community, serving as a guiding light not 
just for traffic on 111, but for each of us 
as Jews.

As Jews, there is much to be proud 
of here in the Desert. This year, Jewish 
Federation of the Desert made grants 
total ing over one mil l ion dollars. 
These grants went to more than thirty 
organizations, directly impacting the lives 
of the most vulnerable in our community 
and helping to secure a Jewish future 
here, in Israel, and around the world.  The 
impact we continue to make together 
is only possible because of our many 
supporters who, each year, understand 
that as a community, we are stronger 
together. May Sherywn Turbow’s living 
legacy of philanthropy continue to inspire 
us all to take an active part in our shared 
mission of tikkun olam, making this world 
a better place. 

What’s in a Name?

Danny Labin
Chief Executive Officer,
Jewish Federation 
of the Desert

Arnie 
Gillman 
Board President,
Jewish Federation 
of the Desert
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As Mother’s Day approaches, many of 
us pause to reflect on the women who 
have shaped our lives — our mothers 
and grandmothers. These relationships 
are often our first experience of care, 
patience, and quiet strength. They teach 
us not only how to love, but how to give.

In Jewish tradition, generosity is 
rooted in the concept of tzedakah. 
While often translated as charity, 
tzedakah is more than giving money; 
it is a moral responsibility to act with 
fairness, compassion, and kindness. For 
many, the earliest lessons in this value 
come not from books, but from watching 
a mother set aside time to help others 
or a grandmother who gives even when 
she may have very little.

A mother’s generosity is often found 
in everyday acts — meals prepared, 
worries carried, sacrifices made without 
recognition. A grandmother’s generosity 
may appear in stories, traditions, and 
the steady passing down of identity 

and faith. Together, they model a kind 
of giving that is deeply human and 
enduring.

As we approach Mother ’s Day, 
honoring them can go beyond flowers 
or gifts. It can mean showing up with 
genuine presence, l istening with 
intention, and expressing gratitude that 
is often left unsaid. It can also mean 
carrying their lessons forward: giving to 
others, supporting those in need, and 
living out the values they embodied.

In this way, Mother’s Day becomes 
more than a celebration. Mother’s 
Day is an opportunity to continue our 
mothers’ legacy of giving to us, and to 
the community.
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Building Rededication Ceremony Honoring Sherwyn Turbow March 27, 2026

Sherwyn Turbow (seated, center) with Jewish Federation Board members (left to right):  
Carol Fragen, Fran Kaufman, Barry Fisher, Stephanie Ross, Wendy Brooks, Nina Zale,  

Jewish Federation CEO Danny Labin, Federation President Arnie Gillman, Barry Kaiman,  
Nadine Brinhendler, Bill Chunowitz, Jackie Cohen, Scot Karp and Margie Kulp. 

Sherwyn Turbow with family and friends: (from left) Dylan Turbow, Barry Turbow, Marilyn Miller, 
Sherwyn Turbow, Susan Galanes, Payton Turbow, Jackie Gottlieb and Michael Leventhal.

Rancho Mirage City Council Member Eve Fromberg Edelstein presented Sherwyn Turbow 
with the city’s proclamation in honor of his enduring commitment to philanthropy.

Filling the meeting hall at the Jewish 
Federation on March 29th, our 2026 
Feast of Jewish Learning program once 
again brought fascinating speakers 
to our Jewish community, addressing 
Jewish issues through ‘live’ experiences 
otherwise not accessible in smaller 
Jewish centers in our country. The 
event, a partnership with the Jewish 
Book Council, featured three authors 
who each raised issues and concerns 
that kept attendees fascinated and 
pleased to have made the decision to 

attend.   
In the years following the  

establishment of 
the State of Israel 
American Jews 
lived in a relative 
golden age of 
acceptance and 
success. The 
Hamas massacre 
of October 7, 
2023, changed 
that.  Instead of 

the massacred Israelis being seen as 
the victims, the attacks have unleashed 

virulent antisemitism, from U.S. college 
campuses to worldwide attacks on 
Jewish individuals, synagogues and 
institutions.  The three speakers 
addressed the many aspects of 
antisemitism, reminding us that the 
problem is longstanding and demands 
vigilance. In a more uplifting message, 
Jonathan Branfman’s presentation 
spoke about Jewish performers 
who have found major success by 
highlighting rather than hiding their 
Jewish identities.

2026 Feast of Jewish Learning Brings Another 
Stimulating Program to Our Community 

Celebratory luncheon honoring Sherwyn Turbow 

Dr. Pamela S. Nadell Dr. Steven Windmueller Dr. Jonathan Branfman
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JCN STATEMENT
The Jewish Community News seeks 
to provide news and feature 
material of special interest to 
its readership, and to create a 
heightened sense of Jewish identity 
through the dissemination of 
information about people, events 
and issues at home and abroad.  
The JCN seeks to serve as a forum 
for the exchange of ideas and 
opinions in the Jewish community.

The JCN is published monthly, 
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69-710 Highway 111, 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270, 
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copy is subject to the publisher’s 
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The JCN is not responsible if ads 
violate applicable laws and the 
advertiser will indemnify, hold 
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the JCN.
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Join us in celebrating Israel’s newest ambulance, 
generously donated by local member of our  

Jewish community Bryan Isaacs, in honor of his two 
daughters and two granddaughters.

Delicious Israeli treats will be served.
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Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust 

Remembrance Day
April 14, 2026

The Jewish Federation’s annual Yom 
HaShoah/Holocaust Remembrance 
Day was held April 14, 2026, at Temple 
Sinai,  with attendance fi l l ing the 
sanctuary. The program was developed 
by our community ’s Yom HaShoah 
committee, chaired by Dr. Gary Levin 
and Talia Lizemer-Hawley, with the event 
coordinated by Leslie Pepper, JFED 

Community Engagement Director.
JFED’s CEO Danny Labin, Board 

President Arnie Gillman, and Temple 
Sinai’s Rabbi David Novak gave opening 
remarks. Talia Lizemer-Hawley spoke 
about the Kindness Essay Contest 
sponsored by Blue Card in honor of 
survivors George (z”l) and Goldie Jacoby. 
Goldie introduced 8th grade poetry 

winner Olivia Campbell of Palm Desert 
Charter Middle School who read her 
winning essay.

Following the lighting of six symbolic 
candles, Shoah committee member Rabbi 
J.B. Sacks of Congregation Beth Shalom 
led the Mourners Kaddish, followed 
by a message from Ali DeLambo from 
Meir Panim, our Federation’s partner in 

Israel supporting Holocaust survivors, 
introduced by Federation Board 
Member Stephanie Ross. Dr. Levin then 
introduced keynote speaker June Hersh, 
who enchanted the attendees as she 
shared stories from her award-winning 
book “Food, Hope and Resilience”, an 
anthology of recipes collected from 
Holocaust survivors.

Leslie Pepper (right) with survivors and their families

Above: First place winner Olivia Campell reading 
her essay

Left: Olivia Campell being interviewed by 
KESQ Television. NBC Palm Springs also 

reported on the event

Contest winners and their teachers

Rabbi J.B. Sacks,  Rabbi David Novak and  
Dr. Gary Levin

Keynote speaker, author June Hersh
JFED’s CEO Danny Labin

Talia Lizemer-Hawley, Goldie Jacoby and Palm 
Desert Charter School Teacher Nanette Davis, 

coordinator of students’ essay submissions
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The Jewish Men’s Outreach Group of 
the Desert ( JMOGD.org), a social and 
philanthropic organization with nearly 
200 participating men and their wives 
or significant others, has donated more 
than 1,000 children’s books to support 
young patients served by Loma Linda 
University Children’s Hospital in Indio.

The books were presented to Big 
Hearts for Little Hearts Desert Guild 
Chapter, the hospital’s fundraising arm, 
for Scooter’s Bottomless Bookshelf, a 
program that allows children visiting the 
clinic to choose and take home a book 
of their own.

JMOGD has conducted the annual 
book drive for the past six years, helping 
stock the bookshelf with books that bring 
comfort, distraction, and encouragement 
to children during medical visits. The 
program is designed to make clinic 
appointments less stressful and more 

positive for young patients and their 
families.

“Providing a child with a book may 

seem like a small gesture, but it can 
make a real difference in easing anxiety 
and bringing comfort during a medical 

visit,” said Phil Hudis of the Jewish Men’s 
Outreach Group of the Desert. “Our 
group is proud to support a program 
that helps brighten a child’s day and 
serves families in our community in such 
a meaningful way.”

Founded about ten years ago,  
JMOGD combines fellowship with 
community service and charitable 
outreach. Its members participate in 
a variety of social, educational, and 
philanthropic activities throughout the 
Coachella Valley.

The organization said it is honored 
to continue supporting Scooter ’s 
Bottomless Bookshelf and the important 
work being done for children and f 
amil ies at Loma Linda University 
Children’s Hospital.

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  
JMOGD.org.

JMOGD Donates More Than 1,000 Children’s Books to Support Young Patients at 
Loma Linda Children’s Hospital
By Barry Fisher, Jewish Federation Board Member

A delegation from Congregation Beit 
Haverim  attended the  international 
conference of StandWithUs, held 
in Las Vegas March 15-18, the sole 
representatives from the Coachella 
Valley to participate in this global 
gathering. Participating were Rabbi 
Steven Rosenberg (a national board 
member of RabbisUnited, a division of 
StandWithUs), Hazzan Dr. Sarah Sela, 
Melanie Garver, and Kate Schwartz.

The conference brought together 
leaders, students, clergy, and activists 
from around the world, united by a 
shared mission to confront antisemitism, 
strengthen Jewish identity, and stand 
proudly with Israel.

There was an unmistakable sense 
of urgency and purpose throughout 
the gathering. In the wake of rising 
antisemitism and the ongoing challenges 
facing Israel and the Jewish people 
worldwide, the conference served 
as both a place of learning and a 
call to action. Participants engaged 
in workshops, strategy sessions, and 
powerful conversations designed to 
equip them with tools to advocate, 
educate,  and lead in  their  ow n 

communities. 
T h e  c o n f e re n c e  f e a t u re d  a n 

extraordinary l ineup of speakers 
re p res e n t i n g  a  w i d e  ra n g e  o f 
perspectives—journalists, activists, 

artists, and public figures. Among them 
were acclaimed writer Bret Stephens, 
musician Idan Raichel, activist Luai 
Ahmed, and Ambassador Fitz Haney, 
along with other influential voices 

committed to combating hate and 
strengthening understanding of Israel.  
Additional speakers shared deeply 
personal stories—of resilience after 
tragedy, of coexistence within Israel’s 
diverse society, and of the ongoing fight 
against misinformation and antisemitism. 
These voices added depth and humanity 
to the conference, reminding attendees 
that advocacy is not just about ideas, 
but about people and lived experience. 

Founded in 2001, StandWithUs is an 
international, non-partisan education 
organization dedicated to supporting 
Israel and combating antisemitism 
through education, advocacy, and 
legal initiatives. Its mission is rooted 
in empowering individuals—of all 
backgrounds and ages—with the 
knowledge, tools, and confidence to 
speak out, challenge misinformation, 
and stand up for the Jewish people 
and the State of Israel. The organization 
operates globally, with a strong presence 
on campuses, in communities, and across 
digital platforms, working to ensure that 
truth, education, and civil discourse 
remain at the forefront of public 
conversation. 

Beit Haverim Leadership Represents the Coachella Valley at International 
StandWithUs Conference 
By Rabbi Steven Rosenberg
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Len Saxe, a researcher at Brandeis 
University, has been studying the impact of 
Birthright trips to Israel since the initiative 
launched in 1999. Last year, he noticed 
something unusual in the data.

At a rate far outpacing anything he’d 
ever detected before, people who signed 
up for Birthright in summer 2025 but did 
not participate became less connected 
to Israel and less connected to their own 
Jewish identity in the months after.

Nonparticipants — whether their trips 
were canceled because of the June war 
with Iran, or they opted out on their 
own — reported a declining sense of 
connection to Jewish values, Jewish history, 
Jewish tradition and a “worldwide Jewish 
community.”

The study did not attempt to explain 
the change, but Saxe has a theory about 
what happened.

“Many of the applicants l ive in 
communities where they hear frequent 
criticism of Israel,” Saxe said. “Unlike the 
period on campuses pre-COVID, when 
Birthright was taking 35,000 North 
Americans a year to Israel, students don’t 
know many others who have experience in 
Israel and know Israelis. Their perspective 
on the conflict lacks context.”

The organization said 7,300 North 
Americans took a Birthright trip last 
summer, out of 10,000 total. (War with Iran 
disrupted some trips and canceled others.) 
Of the total, 65% were college-aged.

The survey detected other changes for 
Birthright since 2023, when Hamas’ Oct. 
7 attack on Israel triggered the Gaza war 
and anti-Israel sentiment around the world.

More than half of last year’s participants, 
54%, had already participated in some 
variety of Israel programming, up 
from 38% in 2023, according to Saxe’s 
report. (Birthright loosened its eligibility 
requirements in 2014 to allow students 
who had visited Israel in high school to 
go again.)

About 1 in 5 participants were 
Orthodox, a more than threefold growth 
from summer 2023, the last trips before 
the start of the Gaza war. And 38% of 
participants attended Jewish day school, 
up from 23% two years prior.

The survey also detected a rightward 
political shift among Birthright participants. 
Forty-two percent of 2025’s Birthright 
participants identified as conservative, and 
34% as liberal, a dramatic shift from 2023, 

when 20% identified as conservative and 
57% as liberal.

Those who do participate in Birthright 
still report that it deepens their connection 
to Judaism, and there is mounting 
evidence that connection is long-lasting. 
According to a recent survey by the Jewish 
Federations of North America, millennial 
Jews — the demographic where Birthright 
had the greatest penetration — were the 
only age group to have a majority identify 
as “Zionist.”

The analysis found that for self-identified 
liberals who did go on Birthright, the 
trip’s most important impact was on their 
conception of what it means to be Jewish.

Liberals reported large upswings in 
their sense of being Jewish as “extremely 
important to their identity” after their 
trips, the authors wrote — 48% after 
the trip, compared to 29% beforehand. 

Even Birthright participants who had to 
be sent home early due to fighting still 
overwhelmingly reported that the trip had 
made a difference in their understanding 
of their Jewish identity.

In other words, Saxe said, Birthright 
is still fulfilling its intended purpose: 
strengthening its participants’ Jewish 
identities more generally.

“Among those with the least prior 
connection to Judaism and Israel, including 
those politically liberal, they showed the 
largest increase in their connection to 
Israel, as well as other facets of their Jewish 
identities,” he said.

In statements accompanying the report’s 
release, Birthright’s leadership trumpeted 
the program as a necessary antidote to 
declining Jewish engagement.

  “The cultural headwinds facing young 
Jews are real, and they are pushing Jewish 

connection and pride downward,” Gidi 
Mark, international CEO of Birthright Israel, 
said in a release. “But what this research 
makes unmistakably clear is that Birthright 
Israel moves participants in the opposite 
direction. The decline occurred only 
among those who did not go.”

Elias Saratovsky, president and CEO of 
the Birthright Israel Foundation, painted 
the situation in even starker terms.

“ We are at a crossroads. If our 
community does nothing, we risk losing the 
younger generation,” Saratovsky said. “But 
if we invest in an effective intervention — 
Birthright Israel — we can win them back.”

Birthright Travelers Look Different After Oct. 7 — But the Effect Remains the 
Same, Study Shows
By Andrew Lapin  JTA

Dates have been set for the Desert Community Kitchen’s weekly Volunteer 
Cooking Sessions through the end of May. For future dates inquire by writ-
ing to the email address, below. 

Tuesday, April 21   11:00 am-12:30 pm
Tuesday, April 28   11:00 am-12:30 pm 
Tuesday, May 5   11:00 am-12:30 pm

Tuesday, May 12   11:00 am-12:30 pm 
Tuesday, May 19   11:00 am-12:30 pm 
Tuesday, May 26   11:00 am-12:30 pm 

Coordinators Rabbi Arik and Chaya Denebeim of Chabad of Palm Springs remind readers to advise 
them of those in need or If you know someone who can benefit from a home cooked meal to email 
info@desertck.com. 
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On Sunday Evening March 8th, Desert 
Outreach Synagogue celebrated its 
10th anniversary and Rabbi Dr. Jules 
King’s 70th Birthday, with a full ballroom 
at the Desert Willow Golf Resort. 
Guests met on the patio for cocktails 
and appetizers before going inside for 
dinner and dancing. The Chris Lomeli 
Trio performed crowd favorites to a full 

dance floor.
Joining the Rabbi and many Desert 

Outreach Synagogue members was their 
Rabbi Chazzan Danny Maseng and his 
wife Terry, their Cantorial Soloist, Sarah 
Lonsert and her mother Michelle. Other 
clergy in attendance included Rabbi Ken 
Emert and Rabbi Sally Olins.  

Federation CEO Danny Labin was 

joined by his husband Yehuda Gidron, 
Leslie Pepper, Federation’s director of 
Women’s Philanthropy and Community 
Engagement, and Dr. Gary Levin.

Desert Outreach Synagogue’s board 
president Atma Wiseman and board 
members Stu Berger, Penny Carpenter, 
Linda Holztman, Lois Israel, and Ryan 
Lester Wilson welcomed evening 

honorees centenarian Helen Varon and 
Stewardship Chair, Bryna Blum.

The event was a first for the synagogue 
and based on its success, Rabbi Jules 
offered this comment: “Let us hope that 
at Desert Outreach Synagogue, locally 
and globally, Jews have many reasons to 
celebrate in the future.”

Desert Outreach Synagogue Celebrates 10th Anniversary with Gala Event 
By Rabbi Jules King and Temple President Atma Wiseman, Desert Outreach Synagogue

Jewish Federation Board Receives Jewish Agency Briefing
Anat Cohen, West Coast Program 

Director, The Jewish Agency for Israel, 
recently visited the Desert to provide 
a firsthand update to the Jewish 
Federation of the Desert’s Board of 
Directors. The Jewish Agency serves 
as the primary link between the State 

of Israel and Jewish communities 
worldwide, focusing on strengthening 
Jewish identity and maintaining global 
connections to Israel. The Jewish 
Agency for Israel is one of JFED’s most 
significant implementation partners 
in Israel, providing services for Israelis 

of all ages and backgrounds to excel 
in life, no matter their socioeconomic 
difficulties or other challenges. With 
Federation support, the Jewish Agency 
has also been providing emergency 
services to Israelis directly affected by 
the current war with Iran.



JCN • May - July 2026 • Nissan-Tammuz - Av 5786 • www.jfedps.com • 9

White supremacist 
n e t w o r k s ,  te r ro r 
group supporters 
and Nazi merchandise 
vendors have gone 
largely unchecked 
on Instagram amid weakened content 
moderation by its parent company Meta, 
according to a new analysis by the Anti-
Defamation League.

Instagram failed to remove 93% of 
hateful and extremist content reported 
by the ADL’s researchers, a figure the 
watchdog said demonstrated a “systemic 
failure” to protect users, according to 
the report published on April 15. 
The content included accounts and 
posts  linked to white supremacist 
networks, groups that are designated 
as foreign terrorist organizations by the 
U.S. government and vendors selling 
Nazi merchandise.

The report comes over a year 
after Meta’s CEO, Mark Zuckerberg, 
announced that the company would do 
away with its fact-check program and 
stop using automation to detect and 
remove hate speech.

“Instagram is developing into a hub 

for hate and antisemitism, and our 
research demonstrates this clearly,” 
Jonathan Greenblatt, the CEO and 
national director of the ADL, said in a 
statement. “Meta’s moderation rollback 
has created a permissive environment 
where extremists thrive, bad actors 
turn Instagram’s own features into 
amplification tools for hate, and as a 
result, vulnerable communities suffer.”

While Elon Musk’s decision to permit 
formerly banned extremist account-
holders to return to X has made his 
platform the most prominent avatar 
of social media’s abandonment of 
moderation, Meta has undergone a 
similar shift more recently. The ADL has 
sparred with Musk and X in the past as 
well.

Meta still does not allow “organizations 
or individuals that proclaim a violent 
mission or are engaged in violence 
to have a presence on our platforms,” 
according to the company’s community 
standards, which also say the company 
removes “dehumanizing speech” and 
“harmful stereotypes.” But it has also 
scaled back its capacity to enforce the 
rules.

The changes, which Zuckerberg billed 
as a “trade-off” between catching hateful 
content and reducing the number of 
“innocent people’s posts and accounts 
that we accidentally take down,” drew 
criticism from Jewish groups, including 
the World Jewish Congress  and 
CyberWell.

Of the 253 posts that the ADL’s Center 
on Extremism reported earlier this 
year, Instagram removed only 11 accounts 
and 8 posts, according to the new report, 
titled “How Meta’s Content Moderation 
Changes Risk Turning Instagram into a 
Hub for Hate.” In 20 cases, the watchdog 
said that Instagram said it lacked the 
bandwidth to review the reports.

The report also found a number of 
accounts that were linked or indirectly 
linked to terrorist groups, including at 
least 23 accounts that spread Islamic 
State and Al-Qaida Propaganda, as well 
as 33 accounts with direct or indirect 
connections to the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine.

While Meta has maintained a ban on 
official accounts run by Nick Fuentes, 
the avowed white supremacist and 
antisemite at the center of a growing 

divide in the Republican party, the ADL 
study found that his content is shared 
on the platform by 105 Instagram 
accounts affiliated with Fuentes’ Groyper 
movement, which combined had over 
1.4 million followers as of January 2026.

One Southern California-based 
m e rc h a n d i s i n g  c o m p a n y,  Cu r b 
Stomp MFG, which sells apparel with 
Nazi symbols including Sonnenrads, 
Totenkopfs and SS bolts, and its owner 
had garnered over 3.2 million views on 
hateful content posted to Instagram, 
according to the study.

Oren Segal, the senior vice president 
for counter-extremism and intelligence 
for the ADL, said in a statement that 
the lack of content moderation on the 
platform amounted to a “public safety 
crisis,” adding that the company ’s 
“decision to gut content moderation puts 
Instagram at risk of being a megaphone 
for  the world ’s  most  dangerous 
antisemites and extremists.”

Releasing the report ahead of a Meta 
shareholder meeting, the ADL is calling 
on the company to “reinstate proactive 
moderation measures against violative 
content.”

Moderation Cuts Leave Most Extremist, Antisemitic Content on Instagram 
Unchecked, ADL Finds
The platform is “developing into a hub for hate and antisemitism” 
By Grace Gilson  JTA

The Government of  Israel  has 
named Avraham “Avi” Rivkind, MD, an 
internationally known pioneer in the 
field of trauma medicine and director of 
the trauma unit and the department of 
general surgery at the Hadassah Medical 
Organization, a winner of the 2026 Israel 
Prize for Lifetime Achievement, the 
country’s highest civilian honor. Dr. Rivkind 
established Israel’s first trauma center, at 
Hadassah, in 1992.

The Hadassah Medical Organization 
is the Jerusalem-based hospital system 
of Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America.

Since 1953, the Israel Prize has been 
awarded to people whose contributions 
to Israeli culture, education, medicine, 
science and society have had a profound 
and lasting impact. The 2026 winners, who 

were selected by a 
committee chaired 
by educator and 
2018 Israel Prize 
w inner  Mir iam 
Peretz, received 
t h e  a w a rd  o n 
April 22, 2026, 
at  a  ceremony 
c o n c l u d i n g 
I s r a e l ’ s  7 8 t h 
I n d ep en d en ce 
Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut. President Isaac 
Herzog, 

In its announcement, the Committee 
described Dr. Rivkind as “a pioneer in 
developing new medical approaches and 
tools for saving lives that have become an 
integral part of the State of Israel’s reality.” 
The Committee noted the comprehensive 

life-saving system Dr. Rivkind created for 
treating trauma victims both in the field 
and in hospitals and which has served 
as a model in Israel and abroad, and 
the generations of doctors, medics and 
students whom he has trained and that 
Dr. Rivkind “embodies the values of the 
sanctity of life, love of humanity and the 
land, and high-quality, equitable public 
medicine.” 

The international community as well as 
Israel has called on Dr. Rivkind’s expertise 
over the years. Those he has treated 
include victims of the Buenos Aires Jewish 
community center bombing in 1994, 
the blizzard and avalanches in Nepal’s 
Annapurna and Dhaulagiri regions in 2014, 
the tsunami in Sri Lanka in 2004 and the 
terror attacks in Kenya in 2002.

Said Yoram Weiss, MD, Director General 

of the Hadassah Medical Organization, “Avi 
Rivkind’s vision and dedication transformed 
trauma care in Israel. His leadership 
has saved countless lives at home and 
abroad and set an international standard 
for emergency medicine.” Carol Ann 
Schwartz, National President of Hadassah, 
concurred, saying, “Hadassah members 
and supporters all over America are proud 
to see Avi Rivkind’s work recognized by the 
country to which he has dedicated his life.”

The only child of Holocaust survivors, 
Avraham Rivkind graduated from the 
Hadassah-Hebrew University School of 
Medicine in 1973. He did his residency in 
general surgery at the Hadassah Medical 
Organization under Natan Zalts, MD, a 
recipient of the Israel Prize, and Arie Durst, 
MD, who established Israel’s first transplant 
unit at Hadassah.

Professor Avraham 
“Avi” Rivkind, M.D.

Israel Awards Highest Civilian Honor to Pioneering Hadassah Trauma Surgeon on 
Yom Ha’atzmaut
Avraham Rivkind has treated countless victims of terror, war and natural disaster and helped shape Israel’s emergency medicine system
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The Jewish Community News plays a vital role in connecting and strengthening our Desert  Jewish 
community. It serves as a trusted source for local stories, community updates, cultural insights, and meaningful 

conversations that reflect the values and experiences of those it represents. By highlighting community 
achievements, sharing important news, and providing a platform for diverse voices, the publication helps 

foster a sense of belonging and engagement across generations.

Your support helps ensure these stories continue to be told and that the community remains informed, 
connected, and inspired. By investing in the Jewish Community News, you are directly supporting a resource 

that celebrates heritage, promotes dialogue, and brings the community together.

qq $1000 Silver Circle
q q $500 News Champion
q q $250 Media Mensch

q q $125 Press Patron
q q $50 Friend of JCN

Please make checks payable to: Jewish Federation of the Desert; 
Name:	 ______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________________________________ Email:	 ___________________
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Jewish Community News

Thank you for your support.

Please support 
JCN with your tax-

deductible gift today, 
by mailing your check or 
credit card information 
on the reply card below 

to 69-710 Highway 111, 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270;

or call us at  
760-324-4737 or go 

online at www.jfedps.org. 
Thank you.

Jewish Community News
Th e Publication of Jewish Federation of the Desert

www.jfedps.org 
Shevat-Adar I 5786 - February 2026

Arsonist Attacks Historic 

Beth Israel Congregation of Jackson, Mississippi

Mississippi Burning

Jewish Community News
Th e Publication of Jewish Federation of the Desert

www.jfedps.org 
Adar I - Adar II 5786 - March 2026

Film Festival Pull Out - See Pages 11-14 & 19

Temple Isaiah - Jewish Community Center

13th Annual

PALM SPRINGS JEWISH 

FILM FESTIVAL
March 7-12, 2026

SUPPORTED BY

Plus Film Short: Yiddle Yiddle On

Jewish Community News
Th e Publication of Jewish Federation of the Desert www.jfedps.org 

Kislev-Tevet 5786 - December 2025

HHanukkah
Sunday, December 14, 2025 

2 pm at the Federation Building

Jewish Federation of the Desert 
Invites You to Our First Annual 

Community Celebration

Entertainment
Refreshments

Fun for All Ages
Bring a Toy to Donate
Bring Your Menorah 

to Light
For more information or to RSVP to this free event, please visit: www.jfedps.org,

email: info@jfedps.org or call: 760-324-4737

Jewish Community News
Th e Publication of the Jewish Federation of the Desert

www.jfedps.org 
Tishrei- Cheshvan 5786 - October 2025

Remembering

See
Page 3 

For Event
Details

Remembering
October 7th 

Jewish Community News
Th e Publication of the Jewish Federation of the Desert www.jfedps.org Cheshvan-Kislev 5786 - November 2025WELCOME HOME!

October 13th, 2025
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A new U.S. law removing a deadline 
for laying claim to art looted during the 
Holocaust has gone into effect after 
President Donald Trump signed it on 
April 13.

The 2025 Holocaust Expropriated Art 
Recovery Act, or HEAR Act, expands 
on a 2016 law, signed by President 
Barack Obama, that permits victims and 
descendants of victims of the Holocaust 
to lay legal claim to works of art looted 
by the Nazis or sold to the Nazis under 
false pretenses.

That law included a controversial 
“sunset clause” that required all claims 
of artwork looted by the Nazis to be 
filed by the end of this year. That clause 
has been removed, and the revised act 
permits families to file a lawsuit within six 
years of the discovery of looted artwork.

The law also further protects those 
seeking to retrieve their family’s looted 
property by preventing the current 
holders from using certain legal tactics 
unrelated to the subject matter — such 
as requesting to switch courts — during 
proceedings.

“For years, the sunset clause cast a 
shadow over every survivor and family 
whose stolen art is still missing,” Joel 
Greenberg, president of Art Ashes, a 
nonprofit that helps families recover 
their looted art, said in a statement to 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “Now 
they can seek due process without the 
pressure of time and deadlines.”

Hundreds of thousands of pieces of 
fine art were looted from their Jewish 
owners by the Nazis, often by forced 
sales in the early years of the Nazi regime. 
Efforts to reunite the works with their 
owners or their descendants have been 
guided by an array of laws governed 
by an international compact including 
nearly two dozen countries. Restitution 
claims frequently ignite extensive legal 
battles.

The family of the cabaret artist Fritz 
Grünbaum, who was murdered in the 
Holocaust, for example, was able to 
recover works by Viennese Expressionist 
art ist  Egon Schiele that  were in 
Grünbaum’s vast personal collection in 
2018 after decades of efforts. The family 
has since continued to file legal action 
to reclaim Grünbaum’s works under the 
HEAR Act.

Watchdogs say the sunset clause may 
have caused those owning looted works 
to obscure them from public view.

“It was extremely important that 
Congress eliminated the sunset clause 
because it incentivized museums and 
others holding looted art to keep those 
works under wraps until the sunset 
period ended,” Greenberg said. “Now, 
that change and the other provisions 

ensure claims will be heard and decided 
on the merits and means that the 
commitment Congress made to survivors 
ten years ago when they first passed the 
HEAR Act is finally being honored.”

Both the original law and the new 
revision received bipartisan support. 
But the Republican Jewish Coalition 
credited Trump with its enactment, 
saying in a statement, “President Trump 
has consistently proven to be the best 
friend of the Jewish people ever to 
occupy the Oval Office, and his signature 
today ratifies the truth: the passage of 
time can never diminish the injustice of 
crimes committed by the Nazis and their 
collaborators during the Holocaust.”

The revision goes into effect just 
days after one of the most significant 
recent rulings in the restitution space. 
Last week, a judge ruled after a decade-
long legal battle that a painting by Italian 
artist Amedeo Modigliani, once valued 
at around $25 million, must be returned 
to the descendants of its original owner, 
who was forced to sell the painting to 
the Nazis. The painting had been in the 
possession of a prominent New York-
based real estate and art dealer family 
since 1996.

Congress Removes Deadline for Holocaust-Looted Art Claims, Setting Stage for 
More Restitution Battles
By Jackie Hajdenberg, JTA

A recently published a post by an 
American combat pilot that expressed 
deep respect for IAF capabilities quickly 
went viral and was reported on by 
numerous media outlets.

The pilot, a 25-year veteran of three 
wars and hundreds of combat sorties, 
said that witnessing the IAF’s precision, 
logistics, and ability to coordinate large-
scale strikes made him feel like a “mere 
student” by comparison.

“I’ve flown over Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
Libya. I thought I had seen everything. 
But when I saw what the Israeli Air Force is 
doing in Iran, I realized I’m still a student.

Precision. Logistics.
200 aircraft in one night.
500 targets.

1,500 kilometers.
No aerial refueling from American 

bases.
All the fuel from home.

All the weapons from home.
It’s like flying from Miami to New 

York, bombing targets along the way, 
and returning while 200 aircraft move 

simultaneously without a single collision.”
To the Israeli pilots:
“You are not just the best in the Middle 

East.
You are the best in the world.
And that’s the final word.”
This personal account aligns with 

official statements from senior U.S. 
officers.

Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, publicly praised the IAF as 
a “brave, capable, and willing ally” during 
a Pentagon briefing on April 8.

He and Secretary of War Pete 
Hegseth noted that Israeli coordination 
was essential in achieving the mission 
objectives of Operation Epic Fury.

American Combat Pilot’s Praise of Israeli Air Force as ‘World’s Best Air Force’ Goes Viral
“I thought I had seen everything. But when I saw what the Israeli Air Force is doing in Iran, I realized I’m still a student.”
By Hezy Laing, United With Israel

Israeli fighter jets heading to Iran
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More Jews were killed in antisemitic 
attacks around the world in 2025 than in any 
other year in the previous three decades, 
according to an annual study released by 
Tel Aviv University in early April.

The 20 deaths comprised 15 Jews 
murdered on Dec. 14 at Bondi Beach in 
Australia, two killed on Oct. 2 during an 
attack on a Manchester synagogue in the 
United Kingdom, the two Israeli embassy 
employees shot on May 21 in Washington, 
DC, and an 82-year-old Holocaust survivor 
who succumbed to her injuries after a 
Molotov cocktail attack on a rally in Colorado 
on June 1.

No year has been deadlier for Jews in the 
diaspora since 1994, when the bombing 
of a Jewish community center in Argentina 
killed 85 people and wounded more than 
300. Argentine investigators have blamed 
Iran and its Lebanese proxy Hezbollah for 
the attack.

Tel Aviv University’s Center for the Study 
of Contemporary European Jewry and 
the Irwin Cotler Institute for Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Justice said their data 
was based on dozens of police departments, 
specialized agencies, organizations that 
monitor and combat antisemitism, Jewish 
community organizations, activists, media 
reports, and field observations.

“The data raise concern that a high level 
of antisemitic incidents is becoming a 
normalized reality,” said Prof. Uriya Shavit, 
the editor-in-chief of the 152-page report. 
“The peak in the number of incidents was 
recorded in the immediate aftermath of 
the Oct. 7 attack, after which we began to 

see a downward trend – but unfortunately, 
that trend did not continue in 2025. The 
steep increase in the number of cases of 
severe violence is not surprising. The rule 
that applies to all types of crime applies here 
as well: when law-enforcement authorities 
are indifferent to small crimes, the result is 
big crimes.”

Many countries around the world have 
recorded historic and ongoing surges 
in antisemitic incidents, including violent 
attacks, following the Palestinian terrorist 
group Hamas’s Oct. 7, 2023, invasion of and 
massacre across southern Israel.

“While in several countries the total 
number of incidents moderately decreased 
in 2025 in comparison to 2024, in several 
other countries, including Britain, Australia, 
Italy, and Belgium, it moderately increased,” 
the report stated. “In several countries 
that saw a decrease in the total number 
of incidents in comparison to 2024, 
including France, the number of incidents 
that involved physical assaults increased. 
Across the globe, the number of antisemitic 
incidents remained dozens of percent 
higher than in the period before the war.”

The researchers provided a thorough 
breakdown of incidents by country including 
locations with tiny Jewish populations, 
such as Norway (1,300 Jews, 40 incidents,) 
Luxembourg (700 Jews, 115 incidents), 
Bulgaria (2,000 Jews, 55 incidents), the 
Czech Republic (3,500 Jews, 31 criminal 
incidents), and New Zealand (7,500 Jews, 
143 incidents).

One part of the report focused on 
antisemitism in medical settings and cited 
a study of Jewish health-care providers in 
which 39.2 percent of respondents said they 
had experienced antisemitism on the job 
while 26.4 percent said they felt threatened. 
Another analysis found that the likelihood 
of a Jewish doctor or nurse experiencing 
antisemitism went up 381 percent if working 
in an academic medical center or 241 
percent for those choosing private practice.

Australia’s special envoy to combat 
antisemitism contributed an analysis of the 
events which led up to the Bondi Beach 
terrorist attack, describing a loss of faith 
in the government’s ability to counter the 
threat.

“In January 2025, a childcare center 
near a synagogue in suburban Sydney 
was firebombed. Graffiti, vandalism, and 

threats became the norm. Many in the 
wider community, as well as in the Jewish 
community, felt that all levels of government 
had lost control of the situation,” wrote Jillian 
Segal, a former president of the Executive 
Council of Australian Jewry. “A joint federal 
and state terrorism police taskforce was 
established by the federal and state 
governments and the states engaged in law 
reform, but it was a case of too little, too late.”

Following the report’s first section which 
provided an overview of incidents around 
the world, the second included an essay 
titled “The Fading Voice of Buckley” by 
analyst Carl Yonker in which he described 
the role of the late William F. Buckley, Jr. in 
combating conspiracism and antisemitism 
on the American political right during the 
20th century.

“As editor of the National Review and 
intending to shape the future of the 
conservative movement, Buckley treated 
antisemitism less as an embarrassing 
eccentricity than as a kind of poison 
destroying the movement’s claims to 
seriousness, and – worse – its ability to agree 
on what was real,” Yonker wrote before 
describing Buckley’s efforts against the 
promotion of The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion in the 1950s and Holocaust deniers 
in the 1980s.

“What makes the Tucker Carlson moment 
so haunting is that it looks like a movement 
returning to the same moral problem under 
conditions that make the old remedy – 
editorial discipline – harder to apply,” 
Yonker explained.

In an interview with Shavit included in 
the report, renowned Holocaust historian 
Christopher Browning warned that 
“ultimately, Jews are one of the minorities. 
I mean, if you can trash Haitians and trash 
Somalis, eventually you’ll get to attacking 
Jews as well.” He argued that US President 
Donald Trump creates a “permission 
structure” that “allows people to freely 
express their prejudices with absolutely no 
criticism, no restraint, no inhibition.”

In a separate report published to coincide 
with Israel’s Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
which began Monday evening and will end 
on Tuesday evening, the Israeli Ministry 
for Diaspora Affairs and Combating 
Antisemitism released a 14-page report 
showing the highest number of antisemitic 
acts last year, by its tally, occurred in the 

United States (301), the United Kingdom 
(140), and France (58).

Worldwide, each month saw an average 
of 74 incidents with peaks in April (118) 
and August (110), including a wave of 
vandalism and arson attacks fueling the 
summer surge. Violence against Jews (27.2 
percent of recorded incidents) averaged 
11.5 occurrences monthly with August also 
serving as a flashpoint.

According to the report’s authors, 
the August uptick “may be associated 
with heightened discourse surrounding 
allegations of a deliberate famine in 
Gaza, alongside official Israeli statements 
concerning the potential for a full occupation 
of the territory.”

The report called vandalism and property 
damage (38.4 percent of incidents) the 
“most frequent mode of attack” before 
identifying synagogues, cemeteries, and 
storefronts as the top targets.

The report also documented a seasonal 
trend in incidents, with a month-after-month 
rise from April through August before 
a sharp drop in September and through 
autumn. One potential explanation offered 
for this pattern could be that “the summer 
vacation period, during which increased 
international travel by Israelis may lead to 
greater interaction — and potential friction 
— with local populations.”

“What begins as incitement online 
continues directly into attacks against 
Jewish communities,” said Amichai Chikli, the 
minister for diaspora affairs and combating 
antisemitism.

Avi Cohen-Scali, the ministry’s director 
general, concurred: “Governments must 
uproot antisemitism, adopt policies to 
combat it, and invest in enforcement, 
legislation, and education.” He vowed that 
“Israel will act with all available tools to 
protect Jews everywhere in the world.”

The Tel Aviv University report chided the 
Israeli ministry for combating antisemitism, 
arguing it “has not contributed in any 
meaningful way to the cause.”

Suggesting more funds to Israel’s Foreign 
Ministry, the report argued that “only 
diplomatic missions have the capacity to 
engage in the kind of in-person contacts 
with Jewish communities, public officials, 
and civil society activists that are necessary 
for impacting and adjusting counter-
antisemitism policies.”

Antisemitic Attacks Killed More Jews in 2025 Than Any Year in Three Decades, 
Study Finds
By David Michael Swindle, The Algemeiner
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To mark his first 100 days in office, 
Zohran Mamdani, mayor of New York City, 
talked about how many potholes he has 
filled. He should be focusing on mending 
his relationship with New York City’s Jews, 
according to Jewish leaders.

“Unfortunately, in his first 100 days, Mayor 
Mamdani has done nothing to allay the 
concerns I expressed before the election 
regarding his stance on Israel and the safety 
of Jewish New Yorkers,” Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove, 
who leads Park Avenue Synagogue, a 
Conservative congregation on Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side, told JNS.

Mamdani, who is Muslim, has said that he 
would have the Israeli prime minister arrested 
in the Big Apple, and his spokeswoman said 
that synagogues violate international law by 
hosting pro-Israel events.

“At a moment when anti-Israel rhetoric 
is increasingly bleeding into antisemitic 
violence—from Bondi to West Bloomfield, 
Mich.—his refusal to recognize that danger, 
coupled with the voices he elevates and 
the company he keeps, reflects a troubling 
mix of naïveté and negligence toward the 
very communities he has been entrusted to 

protect,” Cosgrove told JNS.
Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, spiritual leader 

of the Stephen Wise Free Synagogue, a 
Reform congregation on the Upper West 
Side, told JNS that he hopes that Mamdani 
“avoids rhetoric and policies that reflect his 
antagonism towards Israel.”

“There is enough for him to do just to run 
the city. One place to start would be to cease 
accusing Israel of ‘genocide.’ It is a modern-
day blood libel,” Hirsch said.

Moshe Davis, who ran the mayoral office 
to combat Jew-hatred under Eric Adams, 
Mamdani’s predecessor, and a frequent 
critic of the current mayor, told JNS that 
Mamdani could have made better choices 
than attending and hosting Passover events 
that emphasized aspects of the holiday other 
than the redemptive one that pines for “next 
year in Jerusalem.”

“One hopes the mayor actually opened 
the traditional Haggadah during his many 
seder photo-ops this year rather than just 
using our traditions for optics,” Davis told JNS.

“Had he, he would have learned that we are 
an ancient nation with an ancestral homeland,” 
Davis said. “Mayor Mamdani claims he’s not 

an antisemite and says he’ll commit resources 
to fight anti-Jewish hate. So far, it seems like 
the Jewish community’s concerns are not a 
priority for this administration.”

Abby Stein, a progressive rabbi who grew 
up Chassidic and identifies as transgender, 
stood behind Mamdani at the mayor’s 
event on Sunday evening, marking 100 days 
in office. Stein held a sign saying “pothole 
politics” and wore a shirt saying, “Rabbis for 
ceasefire.”

Stein told JNS that Jews ought to be 
impressed with Mamdani, since the mayor 
attended Shabbat and Rosh Hashanah 
services at Stein’s independent synagogue.

The mayor “sat through the whole 2.5-
hour service and really enjoyed it,” Stein told 
JNS. “Most Jews don’t do that.”

Stein, who served on Mamdani’s transition 
committee after his election, told JNS that the 
mayor is “1,000,000% not antisemitic.”

The Mamdani supporter also thinks that 
the mayor showed his concern for Jews by 
naming Phylisa Wisdom, whose appointment 
drew extensive criticism, to lead the mayoral 
office to fight Jew-hatred.

“The fact that we got someone appointed 

to the antisemitism office in a month is 
saying something,” Stein told JNS. “These 
are important things.”

Davis, who held the role before Wisdom, 
told JNS that under Mamdani, New York City 
is seeing an alarming rate of Jew-hatred.

NYPD statistics bear that out, including 
more than a 180% increase in Jew-hatred 
in the city in Mamdani’s first month in 
office. Despite changing the way it reports 
hate crime statistics twice already during 
Mamdani’s mayoralty, the New York City 
Police Department has still recorded a 
disproportionate percentage of hate crimes 
targeting Jews.

“Instead of action, we get photo-ops with 
friendly Jewish audiences, silence on his 
wife’s support for terror and appearances 
alongside those who chant ‘strike, strike Tel 
Aviv,’” Davis told JNS. “Anti-Jewish hate crimes 
make up more than 55% of all hate crimes 
in this city.”

Davis also said that he gave the mayor a 
100-day plan to protect Jewish New Yorkers 
in January, before he left his city role.

“We are all still waiting,” he said.

Rabbis Give Mamdani Failing Grade on First 100 Days as NYC Mayor
By Debra Nussbaum Cohen, Jewish News Syndicate

More than 1,000 members of the 
entertainment industry have signed 
an open letter expressing support 
for Israel’s participation in the 2026 
Eurovision Song Contest (ESC) held in 
May, in response to demands to have the 
country excluded from the competition 
because of its military actions in the Gaza 
Strip during the Israel-Hamas war.

Creative Community for Peace, a 
non-profit organization comprised 
o f  p ro m i n e n t  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e 
entertainment industry, penned the 
initial open letter in 2024 in response 
to efforts by anti-Israel activists to have 
the European Broadcasting Union, which 
organizes the ESC, ban Israel from the 
event and to pressure countries and 
artists to withdraw their participation 
from the competition. The open letter 
voiced support for Israel’s inclusion in 
Eurovision as well as solidarity with the 
contest’s participants, while denouncing 
calls for a boycott of the event.

Hundreds more entertainment 
industry leaders have since added their 

names to the open letter,  including 
actresses Amy Schumer and Mila Kunis; 
singer Matisyahu; actors Jeremy Piven 
and Jerry O’Connell; television writer, 
producer, and directors Amy Sherman-
Pal ladino and Matthew Weiner ; 
“Wonder Woman” director Patty Jenkins; 
and “Nobody Wants This” co-creator 
Erin Foster.

“ We  h av e  b e e n  sh o cke d  a n d 
disappointed to see some members 
of the entertainment community 
calling for Israel to be banished from 
the contest for responding to the 
greatest massacre of Jews since the 
Holocaust,” the letter stated. “ We 
believe that unifying events such as 
singing competitions are crucial to help 

bridge our cultural divides and unite 
people of all backgrounds through 
their shared love of music.”

“Music should bring us together,” 
said O’Connell. “No artist should be 
silenced for where they are from. 
These boycott efforts destroy the 
very connections the arts are meant 
to build.”

Those who signed the initial open 
letter back in 2024 include Helen 
Mirren, Boy George, Liev Schrieber, 
Sharon Osbourne, Gene Simmons, 
Debra Messing, David Draiman, Mayim 
Bialik, Julianna Margulies, and Ginnifer 
Goodwin.

“Art ists  and culture are being 
dragged into the angry, misinformed 
politics of the moment,” said Osbourne 
in a released statement. “Attempts to 
exclude Israelis from the international 
stage twist art into a tool of division 
and erode the shared humanity that 
the arts are meant to preserve. I’ve 
watched this play out for over three 
years, and it just breaks my heart.”

The 2026 Eurovision semi-finals will 
take place on May 12 and 14, and the 
final live show will be on May 16. The 
competition is being held in Vienna, 
Austria. 

After the European Broadcasting 
Union confirmed late last year that it will 
allow Israel to participate in the 2026 
ESC, Spain, the Netherlands, Ireland, 
Slovenia, and Iceland announced they 
will not participate in this year’s event.

Spain’s national broadcaster RTVE 
said it will not broadcast or participate 
in the event, which marks the first time 
the country has completely boycotted 
the ESC since it began participating 
in the competition in 1961. Spain’s 
Culture Minister Ernest Urtasun called 
the move “brave.”

Meanwhile, the EBU confirmed that 
for the first time ever the live shows of 
the 2026 Eurovision Song Contest will 
be available to watch for free in the 
United States. It will air on YouTube 
but also be available for viewing in the 
US on the Peacock streaming service.

Over 1,000 Entertainment Industry Figures Back Israel’s Inclusion in 2026 
Eurovision Song Contest
By Shiryn Ghermezian, The Algemeiner
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Tribute Card Donations
Sending tributes and memorials is a meaningful way to honor loved ones.

Honorarium Tributes  
In Appreciation For: 

•	 In honor of our new CEO Danny Labin, from 
Frances Miller.

•	 Merle Aronson, In honor of your special 
birthday, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Jackie Cohen, In honor of your birthday, from 
Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Phyllis Eisenberg, Thank you for a beautiful 
evening, from Sherry Schor.

•	 Rosee and Sandy Hertz, A happy Passover 
with many thanks, from Margot and Jerry 
Halperin.

•	 Rosee and Sandy Hertz, Thank you for 
including me in the second seder, from Cecille 
Silverman.

•	 Sanford Hertz, A very happy 95th birthday, 
from Muriel and Ron Goldberg, Margot and 
Jerry Halperin and Marilyn Malkin.

•	 Ross Frankel, In honor of your service to Temple 
Isaiah, from Gary Stone.

•	 Ellen Glass, Happy milestone birthday, from 
Marilyn and Art Noll.

•	 Ed Gubman, Congratulations on our special 
birthday, wishing you many more happy and 
healthy birthdays, from Barbara and Bernie 
Fromm.

•	 James Laque, In honor of your service to Temple 
Isaiah, from Gary Stone.

•	 Joanne Mintz, In honor of your special birthday, 
from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Bebsy Morrison, Thank you for your help 
notarizing documents, from Bruce Radler and 
Stewart Fleishman.

•	 Douglas Morton, In honor of your service to 
Temple Isaiah, from Gary Stone.

•	 Larry Peerce, Happy birthday from Sherry 
Schor.

•	 Susan Rappaport, In honor of your birthday, 
from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Linda Robin, Happy, happy birthday from 
Marilyn and Art Noll.

•	 Dr. Irwin Rubin, Happy 80th birthday, from Ron 
and Danielle Cukier.

•	 Larry and Jane Sherman, A happy Passover 
with many thanks, from Margot and Jerry 
Halperin.

•	 Larry and Jane Sherman, Thanks for having 
me for Passover, from Cecille Silverman.

•	 Lou Silberman, Happy 100th birthday to a dear 
friend, from Bob and Sonya Cowin.

•	 Debra and Micky Star, Congratulations on 
your son Darren’s Knight of the Legion Honor 
Award, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Sherwyn Turbow, Dear cousin, Mazel Tov on 
your building naming, from Neil.

•	 Leslie and Barry Usow, In honor of our 
friendship, from Sally Kovler.

•	 Judy Wallis, In honor of our special birthday, 
from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Zeke Warsaw, I’m wishing my one and only 
eternally youthful Octogenarian husband Zeke 
another very healthy birthday, with everlasting 
love, Carolyn.

•	 Allen Wolf, Love and best wishes as you 
celebrate your 85th, from Gail and Bob Scadron. 

Refuah Shleimah 
Get Well: 

•	 Toni Garmisa, Thinking of you and hoping 
you’re feeling better, from Gail and Bob Scadron.

•	 Margot Halperin, Enough already. Get well 
soon, from Eunice Meister.

•	 Rhoda Samuels, Sending love for a speedy 
recovery, from Loreen Jacobson and Eunice 
Meister.

•	 Marcia Stein, May you mend quickly, Fondly,  
     Barbara Platt. 
 
                        Memoriam Tributes 
            Condolences Sent To:  

•	 Lee Abrams, In memory of your beloved wife 
Myrna, from Marnie Miller and Joe Noren.

•	 The Benaroya Family, in memory of your 

mother, Becky, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Bernstein Family, In memory of Audrey 
Bernstein, from Ira Krasne.

•	 The Blitz Family, In memory of Elaine Blitz, 
from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Larry Borses, In memory of Linda Borses, 
beloved wife, mother and grandmother, from the 
Borses and Bernhard Family.

•	 Nancy Ditlove, In loving memory of Dennis 
Ditlove, from Fran Kaufman.

•	 Nancy Ditlove and Cindy Tapper, In memory 
of Dennis Ditlove, from Stinson LLP.

•	 Eisenberg Family, In loving memory of Leo 
Eisenberg, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Fremont Family, In memory of Barbara 
Fremont, from Larry and Cathy Pitts.

•	 Steve Jensen, May Ed’s memory be a blessing 
to all who knew and loved him, from Justin and 
Robert Schneider.

•	 Kaplan Family, In memory of Dr. Dan Kaplan, 
from Larry and Cathy Pitts.

•	 Joan Kerns, In memory of your husband, Pat, 
from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Marilyn Malkin, in loving memory of your 
sister, Joanne, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Harry Marshak, May your mother be at peace, 
flying with angels, with deep condolences from 
Tracey Scoggin.

•	 Bruce Mathason, Deepest condolences on the 
recent passing of Ellen Penn, from Carolyn and 
Zeke Warsaw.

•	 Mimi Paley, in memory of your beloved 
husband Harold, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Karen Pinsoff, In memory of your beloved 
mother, Elaine, from Marnie Miller.

•	 Barbara Platt, In loving memory of Norman 
Lewis, from Phyllis Eisenberg and Fran Kaufman.

•	 Lisa and Marc Roth, in memory of Martin 
Sobel, from Phyllis Eisenberg.

•	 Gloria Schaffel and Family, In memory of 
Larry Shaffel, from Evelyn and Ed Shukur.

•	 In loving memory of my husband, my love, my 
rock, Mel Simrin, from Enid Weissman.

•	 The Weisner Family, In memory of Bobbi 
Weisner, from Evelyn and Ed Shukur.
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AHAVAT ACHIM/Sun City Jewish 
Services, Palm Desert
Rabbi Dr. Kenneth Emert and Cantorial 
Soloist Ezra Yaron. In person services 
in Speaker’s Hall in the Sunset View 
Clubhouse (second clubhouse) in 
Sun City Palm Desert the first and 
third Fridays at 7:15 pm. Information: 
Nadine Brinhendler, 707- 332-3947.

BEIT HAVERIM, Palm Springs
Rabbi Steven Rosenberg (rabbisteven.
rosenberg@gmail.com) and Hazzan 
Dr. Sarah Sela. Where friends old and 
new gather Friday evenings at 6:30 pm 
for Shabbat services and festive Oneg. 
Shabbat services alternate between 
services/potluck dinners in members’ 
homes. Shabbat mornings at 10:30 am: 
Nosh and drash/torah study online or 
in person. 
For schedule of services, potluck 
Shabbat dinners, Shabbat morning 
programs and activities, check 
website: beithaverimps.org,  email 
beithaverimps@gmail.com or call 760- 
548-3908 (note new phone number).   

BETH SHALOM, Palm Desert  
(Member, United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism) 
Rabbi Dr. JB Sacks (rabbi@
congregationbethshalom.net); Ken 
Hailpern, Madrikh Ruhani/Spiritual 
Leader (ken@congregtionbethshalom.
net) 42600 Cook Street, Second 
Floor, Palm Desert, CA 92211. 
760-200-3636.  Shabbat Shabbat 
morning services held every week 
at 9:45 am, followed by light Kiddush 
lunch. Visitors welcome with valid 
identification. For information, email 
info@congregationbethshalom.
net or call 760-200-3636. www.
CongregationBethShalom.net.

CHABAD OF PALM SPRINGS & 
DESERT COMMUNITIES
Rabbi Yonason Denebeim & Rabbi 
Arik Denebeim 250 East Palm Canyon 
Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 www.
chabadpalmsprings.com  760-325-
0774. Shacharit services Monday-
Friday at 7:30 am; Sundays at 8:00 
am and Shabbat at 10:00 am. Evening 

services 10 minutes before sunset. 
Check website or call to confirm times.
NEW!   First Fridays: Services at 7 pm, 
followed by Shabbat dinners at 7:30 
pm. Check website for details.

CHABAD OF PALM DESERT
Rabbi Mendy Friedman. Located in 
south Palm Desert. Call for information 
and location: 760-969-2158; www.
chabadpd.com. Shabbat morning 
services 10:00 am. Monthly Shabbat 
dinners.

CHABAD OF RANCHO MIRAGE: 
Rabbi Shimon Posner & Rabbi Benny 
Lew. www.chabadrm.com.   Weekly 
Shabbat Services start at 10 am, 
followed by a sit-down lunch/kiddush. 
Check online for weekday and Friday 
schedule of services Text 760-770-
7785 or e-mail info@chabadrm.com 
to be added to their mailing list. All 
programs and events are updated on 
their website. 
Ckids Hebrew School 10:00 AM 
- 12:30 PM on designated Sundays 
throughout the school year. Check 
our schedule online  Info: chabadrm.
com/ckids or Chaya Posner:  chaya@
chabadrm.com or 760-272-1923.
Cteen and After school programs 
Monday-Thursday: Contact Rabbi 
Sholom and Sarale Posner at 
rabbisholom@chabadrm.com or  
760-848-6011.
Monday, May 4, 7:15 pm  LAG 
B’OMER, with traditional Israeli 
‘medura’ bonfire with food and 
s’mores, music, kumzits and more!
Thursday, May 21, 10:30 pm: 
SHAVUOT: “Sleepless on Shavuot” 
All-Niter, with Kabbalah, some 
Talmud and lots of Stump the Rabbi. 
Provocative questions welcomed.  
Different presentations throughout 
the night from our own lay members 
in addition to the Rabbi. Call for 
a schedule or if you’d like to be a 
presenter.   “Cheesecake on Sinai” 
Friday, May 22 at 11 am: Receive the 
Ten Commandments followed by 
Chabad’s famous signature Shavuot 
dairy Buffet and Ice Cream Party.  
Please bring children to receive their 

prize. Friday, May 22 at 11 am: “The 
Sinai Experience”: Join us as we relive 
the giving of the Torah., Shabbat/
Saturday, May 23/approximately 11:30 
am: Yizkor.  

CHABAD OF SUN CITY  
PALM DESERT
Rabbi Yonason Denebeim. 
Call 760-848-8250 or e-mail: info@
chabadsuncity.com for information. 
Monthly Social Happy Hour. Holiday 
dinners and celebrations.  Zoom 
Torah classes.  Contact Rebbetzin 
Sussie Denebeim to receive weekly 
“Chabad in Sun City Newsletter” with 
listing of all services and activities: 
sussiedenebeim@gmail.com.

CHABAD OF LA QUINTA
Rabbi Moshe Katz    
50620 Eisenhower Drive, Ste. G103, 
La Quinta, CA 92253. 760-709-2431. 
Email:. Info@ChabadLQ.com; website: 
www.ChabadLQ.com.
Chabad LQ offers weekly Torah 
studies, home visitations, Kosher  
meals, Shabbat Services, Women’s 
Circle, Youth activities, Holiday 
programs and more.

CONGREGATION HAR-EL, a 
Contemporary Reform Congregation 
(Member, Union for Reform Judaism), 
offering year-round services, Torah 
study, youth and adult classes and 
events. Membership open for 
residents and non-residents.   
Rabbi Richard Zionts, Ph.D.; Cantor 
Joseph Gole, D.Mus. harelurjpd@gmail.
com, 760-779-1691.    
Website: harelurjpd.org.
Weekly in person Shabbat Eve services 
through end of May. Email for location 
and schedule. Rabbi Zionts holds 
Torah Study on Zoom every Saturday 
morning at 11 AM. For a Zoom link, 

contact harelurjpd@gmail.com.  
Summer Shabbat Services: On 
ZOOM  @ 5:00 PM on June 12, July 
11 and August 14.

DESERT OUTREACH SYNAGOGUE, 
Rancho Mirage	
Rabbi Dr. Jules King; Rabbi Rachel 
Axelrad, Rabbi Chazzan Danny Maseng 
and Sarah Lonsert, Cantorial Soloist. 
760-449-0111. Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 982, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270. 
Shabbat services held at 7:00 pm 
on the second Fridays at Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the Desert in 
Rancho Mirage. On second Saturdays: 
10:30-11:30 am Torah study on 
Zoom with Rabbi Axelrad. Check the 
calendar for updates.
Adult Education: Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah, Hebrew—Beginning and 
advanced, Introduction to Judaism, 
Adult Confirmation, Adult Learning. 
Contacts: rabbi@my-dos.org; www.
my-dos.org
 
OR HAMIDBAR
Rabbi David Lazar rabbi@orhamidbar.
org In-person services each first 
Friday of the month and 3rd Shabbat 
morning. Online services all other 
Friday evenings and Shabbat mornings 
of the month. Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service - Fridays 6:30 pm; Shabbat 
prayer and study - Saturdays 10:30 
am. For more information re: in-person 
services, upcoming classes and Zoom 
links, visit orhamidbar.org.

TEMPLE HAR SHALOM, Idyllwild
www.templeharshalomidyllwild.org 
Email: templeharshalomofidyllwild@
gmail.com.   Shabbat Candle Lighting 
on Fridays at 6:00 pm on Zoom. First 
Friday with Rabbi Malka Drucker; 2nd 
Friday with Rabbi Ilana Grinblat; 3rd  
Friday with Kerry Abram; 4th  Friday 

Shabbat Schedule - May-July 2026



16 • JCN • May - July 2026 • Nissan-Tammuz - Av 5786 • www.jfedps.com

Community Calendar of Programs - May-July 2026

Tuesdays
5;00-7:00 pm  Chabad of Rancho 
Mirage weekly Community BBQ.  
Join others in the community for a 
kosher weekly social. Restaurant style 
BBQ with choices from soups and 
salad to salmon and steak. Pick-up 
is also available/Order online or call 
in order before 3 pm  • Email: info@
chabadrm.com • Phone: 760-770-7785 
• website: www.ChabadRM.com. Note:  
ON HIATUS FROM SHAVUOT TO 
SUKKOT.

7:00 pm  “Living With the Times”:  
Exploring the weekly torah portion on 
Zoom.  Instructor: Sussie Denebeim, 
Chabad of Palm Springs. Chabadps.com.

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM (Starting April 28, 
2026). “For All Humankind: Your 
Judaism holds a message the world 
wants to hear. It’s time to unlock it.”  
Instructor:  Rabbi Benny Lew, Chabad 
of Rancho Mirage. This course will 
satisfy the continuing education (CLE) 
requirements of lawyers and legal 
professionals. To register phone Rabbi 
Lew at 760.636.289.  

7:00 pm  Tanya Class with Rabbi 
Shimon Posner, Chabad of Rancho 
Mirage. In person and available online. 
Email: info@chabadrm.com, Phone: 
760-770-7785;  www.ChabadRM.com.

Thursdays
8:30-9:30 am  A class for men. Text-

Based Talmud: “Establishing Courts 
of Justice” with Rabbi Yonason 
Denebeim / Chabad of Palm Springs. 
To RSVP text 760-424-2177.

Tuesday, April 28
3:00 pm  Jewish Federation of the 
Desert invites you to celebrate Yom 
HaAtzmaut - Israel Independence 
Day at the Jewish Federation of the 
Desert/Sherwyn Turbow Building.  
Featuring comedian and author 
Benji Lovitt, (“It’s Ok to Laugh: 
Coping Through Dark Humor”) and 
celebrating with Israeli foods.  $18.  
RSVP required, online at info@jfedps.
org or calling 760-324-4737.

Wednesday, May 13
6:30 pm  Sabra Hadassah of the 
Desert program in private home. 
Ken Hailpern will lead a discussion 
on “What Makes a Good Jew? An 
Exercise in Jewish Ethics and Moral 
Values.” $10. RSVP required. Seating 
limited.  Information? Call Debbie 
Orgen, 760-289-7987.

Sunday, May 17 
10 am  Havurah of the Desert: Live 
Zoom event: “Kreplach & Dim Sum: 
Yes, There are Jews in China!” 
featuring Robyn Helzner sharing lively 

stories, photos, video, and music 
with an irresistible enthusiasm for 
both the ancient and modern Jewish 
communities of Beijing, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, and Kaifeng. She served 
as the cantor for the United Jewish 
Congregation of Hong Kong and 
officiated at the first bar mitzvah ever 
held in Beijing. Join
Havurah of the Desert for this free 
program and enjoy bagels and 
spreads. Location given following 
registration at havurahofthedesert.org/
speakers.

Wednesday, June 10
12:15 PM  Har-El Summer Movie 
Series: “NUREMBERG”  (No host 
lunch available at 11:00 am). Screening 
followed by discussion and ice cream 
sundaes.  No fee but $10 donation 
appreciated. To RSVP and location 
as well as information re: films in 
July, August and September, email 
harelurjpd@gmail.com. 

Sabra Hadassah of the Desert will 
hold two Summer Study evenings, 
one each in July and August, in private 
homes. Email notification will be sent 
to the membership, but interested 
persons can contact Miriam Bent at 
760-835-1022.

with Rabbi Ilana Grinblat. Shabbat 
Book Study with Rabbi Malka Drucker 
on Zoom Saturdays 4:00-5:00 pm. 
Check our website for current info 
including Torah Study with Rabbi Ilana 
one Saturday morning per month. For 
more information and for Zoom link 
call 951-468-0004.
 
TEMPLE ISAIAH,  
Palm Springs  
332 West Alejo Road, Palm Springs, 
CA 92262, 760-325-2281 (Office 
open Tuesday-Thursday). Email: 
temple@templeisaiahps.com; Website: 

templeisaiahps.com.      
Shabbat services Friday evenings 
in either the Bochner sanctuary or 
Liberman Chapel at 6:30 pm, followed 
by Oneg. Torah services are on Shabbat 
mornings at 10:30 during season; 
Check website to confirm services and 
programming. To access any activity, go 
to Temple Isaiah’s website and click on 
link to desired service or program.
Interim Associate Rabbis:  Rabbi 
Rachel Axelrad, Rabbi Dr. Kenneth 
Emert, Rabbi Suzanne Singer. Cantorial 
Soloists: Ezra Yaron, Elliot Levine. Check 
website for schedule. 

TEMPLE SINAI, 
Palm Desert 
(Member, Union for Reform Judaism)
Rabbi David Novak  
rabbi@templesinai.org
73-251 Hovley Lane West, 
Palm Desert, CA 92260. www.
templesinaipd.org  760-568-9699.  
Go to templesinaipd.org for access 
information. Shabbat services are 
in-person and online on Livestream 
at www.templesinaipd.org. Friday 
evening services 5:30 pm, preceded 
by pre-service Oneg at 5:00 pm.  
Saturday morning Torah study 8:45 

am; Shabbat morning services 10 am.  
Temple Sinai’s Avi Levine 
Religious School open to 
children irrespective of parents’ 
membership at Temple Sinai.  
Contact Talia Lizemer-Hawley, 
Educator, for more information: 
educator@templesinaipd.org

BIKUR CHOLIM 
of Palm Springs 
(Community Outreach).   
www.BikurCholimPS.com.  
Rabbi Yankel Kreiman, 
760-325-8076.

Shabbat Schedule Continued - May 2026

Community School 
Aleph Schoolhouse
Director: Dina Pinson

73-550 Santa Rosa Way, Palm Desert
347-721-8782 

Children 18 months through
Elementary School

Alephschoolhouse.org
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Federation Campaign Donors

Miles Berger 
Judd and Katherine Malkin 
Bernard Reiter 
Monroe and Rella Rifkin 
Sherwyn Turbow 
 

Lyn Chernis 
Carol Fragen 
Helene Galen 
Hal and Diane Gershowitz 
Philip and Ellen Glass 
Stephen and Marjorie Kulp 
Ronald and Susan Langus 
Carol Horwich Luber 
 

Anonymous Donor (1) 
Alice Abt 
Joel and Michalena Appell 
Carl and Tammy Birnberg 
James Borax 
Sandra Borns 
William and Joanne Chunowitz 
Gordon and Leslie Diamond 
Nancy Ditlove 
Cheryl Fey 
Ed and Sande Fineman 
Rochelle Goodman 
James Greenbaum 
William and Carol Kaplan 
Karen Kales Lee 
Marilyn Miller 
Myron and Joanne Mintz 
Alan and Carol Parsow 
Larry and Cathy Pitts 
Barbara Platt 
Paul and Stephanie Ross 
Skip and Marilyn Rosskam 
Phyllis Schahet 

Sherry Schor 
Ron and Aviva Snow 
Grace Helen Spearman Charitable 

Foundation 
Barry Kaiman and Toni Victor 
Milton and Nina Zale 
Larry and Eileen Zoll 

 

Anonymous Donor (3) 
Pamla Abramson 
Steven and Janet Anixter 
JoAnn Anixter Silva 
Becky Benaroya 
Robert and Robin Berman 
Frank and Toby Berman 
Harriet Bernstein 
Earl and Eve Beutler 
Bruce Beutler 
Carl and Joann Bianco 
Wendy Brooks 
Ed and Jackie Cohen 
Robert and Susan Diamond 
Jane Effress 
Barbara Federman 
Howard and Loren Friend 
Brad and Lori Fritz 
Bernie Fromm 
Cora Ginsberg 
Miles and Jan Gordon 
Alan Greene 
Jerome and Margot Halperin 
Melvin and Judy Hecktman 
Charlene Helfend Lane 
Libby Hoffman 
Roberta Holland 
Pat Hubbard 
Howard and Alison Hyman 
Loreen Jacobson 
Lois Johnson 
Harold and Magda Katz 
Frances Kaufman 
Malvin and Ruth Kaufman 
Rick and Lainie Kline 
Jonathan and Sally Kovler 

James Levitas 
Bertel Lewis 
Ken and Barbara Lieberman 
Jeffrey Louis 
Renee Mayer 
Marnie Miller 
Joseph Noren 
Celia Norian 
Cydney Osterman 
Steven and Karen Pack 
Marc and Lisa Roth 
Elise Sacks 
Sherry Salzman 
Ken Schoenfeld 
Sanford Seplow 
Larry and Jane Sherman 
Perry and Kimberly Shwachman 
Gail Siegel 
Scott and Katie Small 
Judith Sontag 
Milton Star 
Sheila Stone 
Gail Stone 
Lee Erwin and Timothy Jochen MD 
David and Sarah Tsikman 
Barry and Leslie Usow 
Linda Wexler 

 

Anonymous Donor (4) 
People Helping People U.S.A 
Barbara Appelbaum 
Judith Appelbaum 
Richard and Janet Ball 
Jeff Behrens and Lori Rutter 
Richard & Bunni Benaron 
Lily Berman-Goldfarb 
Ronald and Susan Bernstein 
Deborah Beutler 
Gary and Sera Brill 
Nadine Brinhendler 
Karen Cohen 
Richard and Diane Cohen 
Camille Cook and Laura Hutcheson 
Jay and Linda Cooper 

Stephen and Linda Dyer 
Lonnie and Susan Edelheit 
Stephen and Judy Ehrlichman 
Phyllis Eisenberg 
Eileen Eisenberg 
Ruth Fairfield 
Marilyn Feldman 
Henry and Sandra Friedman 
Robert and Barbara Friedman 
Adrienne Garland 
Arnie and Susan Gillman 
Stacie Gillman 
Alan Gitlin 
Arnold and Sharon Thompson Glass 
Ronald and Muriel Goldberg 
Barry and Jill Golden 
Harvey and Rochelle Goldstein 
Frank Goldstin and Paul Clowers 
Cliff Greenbaum 
Edward and Rachel Gubman 
Sandra Harris 
Sanford and Rosemary Hertz 
Rodney and Sharon Hill 
Joan Hirsch 
Richard and Cathy Hirschmann 
Alan and Marilyn Horwits 
Bill Hurwitz 
Bryan Isaacs 
Robert and Beth Jacobs 
Arthur and Deborah Jacobson 
Geoff Kors & James Williamson 
Mitchell and Nanci Kantor 
Harriet Karmin 
Scot & Lance Karp 
Michael Kay 
Patricia Kenner 
Maxine Kirshenbaum 
David Klingenberger and Dan 

Weisberg 
Bryan and Heather Kocen 
Alan and Michele Krapf 
Yankel and Rochel Kreiman 
Steve and Leslie Kurtz 
Harvey Lambert 
Joan Lehr 
Gary and Jo Ellen Leifer 

Thank you for your gift to the Jewish Federation of the Desert!
The Jewish Federation of the Desert and its 

beneficiary agencies thank our devoted and 
dedicated donors who gave so generously 
to the 2025 Annual Campaign, which closed 
on June 30th, 2025. Thank you for helping to 
secure the present and fortify the future with 
your support of our Campaign. 

Federation’s Annual Campaign fills a gap 
as our community’s needs expand and our 

needy grow in number. We take seriously 
our responsibility to ensure that needs are 
met while staying committed to creating a 
stronger, more vibrant Jewish community 
and strengthening our connection with 
Jews in Israel and around the world. Your 
generosity has made a reality the words that 
guide our efforts: “Caring for the vulnerable, 
strengthening community” On behalf of those 

who cannot say thank you themselves, thank 
you. 

This list includes your generous donations to 
the “Swords of Iron” campaign where all funds 
went directly to Israel-based organizations 
responding to the urgent needs of Israelis 
living through the war of these past years. 
Danny Labin, Chief Executive Officer        
Arnie Gillman, President

We have endeavored to honor 
ever y special  request  that we 
received, including those individuals 
who wish not to be listed on the Honor 
Roll, and apologize in advance for 
any mistakes.

OF THE DESERT

$50,000 +

$25,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $24,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$1,000 - $4,999

continued on next page
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$365- $999

Up to $364

Annette Lerner 
Arie and Hadassah Levinkron 
Howard and Patricia Levy 
Reva Levy 
Julian and Dolly Levy 
Carol Lewis 
Matthew Boas Lieberman 
Harriet Litt 
Paul and Terry Lubar 
Harry and Sharon Lubetsky 
Thomas Hill and Lynda Talve 
Marilyn Malkin 
Barry and Shelley Mantell 
Harold Marchick 
Stuart and Ellen Markus 
Alan Goldstein and Mary Levine 
Mark and Cathy Maslan 
Mickey and Lori Mayerson 
Greg and Nancy Meidel 
Rob Fraiman and Melanie Harris 
Barry and Lynda Messinger 
Michele Miller 
Amy Mink 
Jeff and Linda Noddle 
Nancy Noddle 
Fred S. Novy 
Allan and Roberta Nyman 
Sandie Ovesen 
Miriam Paley 
Fefe Passer 
Bernard Plack 
Richard and Annette Pluss 
Jim & Donna Pohlad 
Stephen and Alana Polacheck 
Jeffrey and Jeanne Raynes 
Joel and Barbara Renbaum 
Carol Resnick 
Ben and Sondra Rinkey 
Richard and Linda Robin 
Mark and Ann Robinow 
Yaacov and Nina Rone 
Stephanie Ross 
Tobye Rubin 
Lenny Eber and Diane Rubin 
Raymond Russell and Judith Lehr 
Michael Sacks 
Robert and Gail Scadron 
Alan and Mary Schulman 
Kent and Susan Seelig 
Leonard and Annette Shapiro 
William and Helen Silverman 
Alvin and Nancy Siwak 
Sheila Sloan 
Tom and Mary Jane Stern 
Richard and Carole Sukman 
David Suss and Susan Rappaport 
Doran and Patty Veiner 
David and Marsha Veit 
Sam and Diane Weiss 
Michael and Laura Werner 
Lita Widran 

Holly Wilkey 
Thomas and Suzanne Zarrilli 
Richard and Lynda Zionts 
Richard and Lili Ann Zisook 

 

Anonymous Donor (5) 
Dan and Mary Allen 
Perry and Nancy Altshule 
William Amplo 
Frieda Ankin 
Richard and Elaine Asarch 
Jay Jarvis and Audrey Liebross 
Michael and Nancy Basofin 
Jane Beller 
Miriam Bent 
Marshall Berger 
Joan Blatt 
David Moreton & Mick Bocchini 
Phillip and Susan Brilliant 
David Cheifetz 
Lewis Collens 
Paul and Sandy Epstein 
Jack and Judy Feinberg 
Kenneth and Judy Friednash 
Leonard and Yvonne Gionet 
Kevin and Emma Giser 
David Goldberg 
Robert Goldstine 
Robert and Wendy Goodfriend 
Laurence & Suzanne Gorlick 
Robert Greenstein 
Ronald and Sheila Grueskin 
Wendy Hahn 
Mark Kantor 
Burton and Janet Kaplan 
Douglas Kolker 
Mendy and Chaya Kreiman 
Michael Gillman and Lauren Kaplan 
Norman Libman 
Howard & Roberta Liszt 
Brian and Marlene Lynn 
Marvin Mandleman 
Roslyn Markman 
Sally Narodick 
Ella Ohana 
Arthur and Yafa Platt 
Michael Pollak 
Stephen Pomerance 
Lewis Rader 
Melvin and Sandra Rifman 
Joel and Kumiko Rosenfeld 
J.B. Sacks 
Mark and Judith Schwartz 
Fred and Judy Schwartz 
Marty and Carol Seltzer 
Steven and Ricki Sharpe 
Arthur and Nancy Shorr 
Larry and Ed Sogolow 

Jay Spak 
Jeffrey and Amy Springer 
Ted and Elaine Stein 
Rick and Marcia Stein 
David and Rachel Sternberg 
Howard and Linda Vogel 
Dave Weigle and Mark Yacko 
Steven and Dale Weiss 
Lee and Laurie Wielansky 
Norma Zuckerman 

 

Anonymous Donor (16) 
Alan and Barbara Abrams 
Jacqueline Ackerman 
Toby Acosta 
Benjamin and Heather Altman 
Merle Arenson 
Neil and Naomi Arnold 
Sheila Bailin 
Kathi Balaban 
Andrea Ball 
Daniel Tallant and Barbara Snower 
David Bark 
Murray and Barbara Beck 
Hal Lazareff and Carol Belitz 
Steve and Martha Benoff 
Andrew and Beth Bentley 
Stephen and Linda Bergman 
Michael and Lois Bergman 
Basil Bernstein 
Bruce and Eleanor Blank 
Gerald and Susan Blatt 
Jeffrey and Terry Blitz 
Bryna Blum 
Judah and Donna Blumenthal 
Ronald and Barbara Borden 
Mark Borovitz and Harriet Rossetto 
Larry Borses 
Ronald Brand 
Richard Brickman 
Clifford and Judith Brooks 
Marshall Brown 
Karen Buccos 
Don and Michelle Carafiol 
Arnie Twersky and Sheila Carafiol 
Linda Carmi 
Debra Carrington 
Shlomo and Nadine Cazary 
Fred and Barbara Joy Charness 
Barry and Madeline Cohen 
Roy and Rebecca Cohen 
Samuel and Linda Cohen 
Sam and Judi Cohen 
Judith Cohen 
Leslie and Lilo Cooper 
Helen Cordell 
Mark and Claudia Cordova 
Martin Cotler 

Robert and Sonya Cowin 
Darrell and Christine Cozen 
Allison Criz 
Howard and Marcia Daniels 
Michael Sonduck and David Zeligson 
James Dinow 
Anthony and Sharon Donato 
Deborah Dreyfuss-Tuchman 
Howard and Joan Ehrlich 
Sandie Eichberg 
Leopoldo and Miriam Eisenberg 
James DeMartini and Elaine Surnow 
Jeff and Evie Engler 
Howard and Jayne Epstein 
William and Janet Epstein 
Fred Fabricant 
Phillip Felando 
Morton Feldbaum 
Stephen and Janet Feldman 
Stephen and Katarina Feldman 
William Fields 
Terry and Barbara Finestone 
Matt & Larraine Fisher 
Sean Fisher 
Joel Fishman 
Jerry Fogelson 
Len and Nancy Fox 
Andrew and Kathy Fragen 
Errol Frank 
Stephanie Franklin 
Mendy and Shaindy Friedman 
Robert and Carol Friedman 
Brian Frimeth 
Michael Frydrych 
Raymond & Jeannette Galante 
Herb and Betsi Garfinkel 
Howard and Cindy Garoon 
Mike and Pat Gittleman 
Emilie Globenfelt 
Mel and Ellen Gold 
Stuart Goldfine 
Martin and Judy Goldman 
Louis and Briana Goldsmith 
George and Rosalyn Goldstein 
Joseph Gole 
John and Sherry Gonnello 
Sally Goodman 
Wayne and Bonnie Gordon 
Bruce and Carolyn Gottlieb 
Thomas and Nitza Grant 
Anat Grant 
Jerry and Phyllis Greenbach 
Myron and Shelley Greenberg 
Micki Greenspan 
Karen Gruber 
David Gumenick 
Al and Sandy Habib 
Kenneth Hailpern 
Richard and Ilene K. Harris 
Michael and Nancy Herman 

continued on next page
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Michael and Audrey Hirsch 
David and Carol Hirsch 
Stuart and Barbara Hochwert 
Howard and Irit Hoffenberg 
James and Sharon Hoffman 
Meri Hornberger 
Bob Horowitz 
Philip and Karen Hudis 
Robert Israel 
Robert and Darlene Jacobs 
Kraig Johnson 
Bruce and Cheryl Johnston 
Mural & Vicki Josephson 
Harold and Ruth Kaiser 
Steven and Janet Kaller 
Sharon Kaplan 
Shelley Kaplan and Alan Carvalho 
Wally and Myra Kaplar 
Mark and Susan Katzman 
Bernard and Ilene Kaufman 
Henry and Joan Kerns 
Jerome and Myrna Kessler 
Fredric and Helene Kimmel 
Ronald Kirsh 
Arnie and Janet Kleban 
Lawrence and Lynne Klein 
Gene Konstant 
Steven Novinson and Joyce Kornbluh 
Sherman and Sydelle Kramer 
Lisa Kransler 
Martin and Judy Krasnov 
Karen Krefman 
Xavier & Jayson Lake-Velazco 
Perry M. and Annie Laks 
Saul Larner 
Tom Stansbury and Larry Fechter 
David and Sascha Lazar 
James Lefevre de Laque 
Kenneth and Joanne Lehrman 
Elaine Leib 
Howard and Susan Leitner 
Lenore Leon 
Luigi and Linda Leonardi 
Ronald Schwarcz and Leslie Beth Harris 
William and Beverly Leuchter 
Gerald Levin 
Gary Levin 
Norman and Ellen Levine 
Steve and Bette Levine 
Stanley and Lynette Levy 
Elaine Lichtcsien 
Robert and Susan Lieb 
Al Lind 
James and Ann Loeb 
Michael and Sherry Loewenstein 
Susan Longo 
Lewis Lorton 
Fred and Joni Lovell 
Mark and Sande Luterman 
Phyllis Lyman 
Morris Maduro 

Larry and Rhonda Mandell 
Gregg and Candie Mandinach 
Maxine Marcellin 
Susan Mardell 
Ellen Marder 
Cheryl Margolis 
Jay Markowitz 
Brian and Juliann Marks 
Patricia McDonald 
Barry and Laurie Meister 
Robert Meyers 
Scott Mezistrano and Jeff Kaye 
Scott Miliman 
Howard and Sharon Miller 
Ann Miller 
Wayne and Kathleen Miller 
Frances Miller 
Steve and Denni Misel 
Lester and Charlotte Morris 
Evan and Roberta Morris 
Stanley Morris Brent 
Karen Moses 
Joan and Steve Moyer 
Geraldine Mund 
Ted and Norma Nelson 
Art and Marylin Noll 
Robert and Beth Novak 
Miriam Nugit 
Jack and Mitzi Olshansky 
Judi Opolinsky 
Debbie Orgen 
Julio Ortiz 
Daniel Ozer 
Howard and Eileen Packer 
Robert and Sue Parmett 
Arlette Poland and Patrick Dillon 
Graham and Nancy Paull 
Nancy Pesoli 
Valerie and Stan Piha 
Irwin Polls 
Betty Lou Poloway 
Helga and Vivian Posen 
Martin and Barbara Potruch 
Jane Adolph and Bill Poznik 
Robert and Barbara Price 
Bernard and Ruth Priceman 
Bruce Pringle 
Mitchel Pullman 
Richard and Charna Ravich 
Peter and Kathy Reynolds 
Burt and Joanne Rhodes 
Martin and Iris Ricks 
Chuck and Rollye Rinkey 
Rhonda Rockwell 
Monty Rodell 
Bob and Mindy Rose 
Harvey and Rita Rosen 
Roger Rosenberg 
Morton Rosenthal 
Stuart Rosenthal 
Sharon Rosenthal 

Sue Rosenwasser 
Candace Ross 
Paul Rothman 
Alan and Iris Rothstein 
Stephen Rudee 
Stephen Rush 
Julie and Kenny Sacks 
Burton and Carol Sacks 
Roberta Safer 
Donald and Lillian Salis 
Mel and Marcia Sarowitz 
Sandy Schachter 
Jeffrey and Barbara Schadlow 
Gordon & Saskia Schaeffer 
Robert and Elisabeth Schechter 
Jay and Linda Schiff 
Jeff and Melissa Schiffris 
Rodney & Cristie Schlosser 
Phillip Schneider 
Robert and Justin Schneider 
Norman and Roberta Schulaner 
Alan Schultz 
Thomas Schwartz 
Sandy Schwartz 
Ron and Arlene Schwartz 
Sidney Schwartz 
Richard and Andrea Schwartz 
Norman Schwartz 
Fran Dickson and George Schwartzman 
 Barbara Segal 
Linda Seligman 
Myron and Frankie Shack 
Marla Rubin and David Shapendonk 
Albert Shemarya 
Bernard Sherman 
Harvey and Frieda Shoemack 
Marcia Shuwarger 
Jaime and Amy Siegel 
Steve and Linda Siegel 
William and Joan Siegel 
David R. and Sandy Silberstein 
Cecille Silverman 
Howard and Debbie Silverman 
Neil and Carole Silverstein 
Nancy Singer 
Stuart Sitzman 
Robert Skversky 
Arthur and Linda Small 
Gloria Snyder 
Richard and Mary Solomon 
Samuel Sorkin 
Mendi and Riki Sosonkin 
Howard and Shelley Speyer 
Gilbert and Marilyn Spiegel 
Larry Stahl 
Frederick and Judi Stein 
Bernie Steinberg 
Lorie Steinman 
Neil and Toby Stepner 
Bruce Radler and Stewart Fleishman 
Hal & Lynda Stone 

Daniel and Sona Stork 
Mark Swartz and Suellen Chodash 
Jim Eichberg and Susan Rubin 
Gordon and Cecile Talsky 
Molly Thorpe 
Colin Wright & Toby Bryan 
Herbert and Marlene Tolchinsky 
Jane Townsend 
Jeff and Randi Trontz 
Kerry Turner 
Peter and Nan Tynberg 
Ella Vaisben 
Irwin and Arlene Volk 
Robert and Susan Weidman 
Sy and Ruth Weinberg 
Ken Weinberg 
Brenda Weinstock 
Harvey and Sue Weintraub 
Barbara Weisberg 
Michelle Weisblatt 
Arnie and Gail Weisler 
Sidney and Donna Weiss 
Joseph Weiss 
Richard and Sharon Weiss 
Eric Weiss and Dan Alpert 
Ben and Evelyn Weissbach 
Mel and Enid Weissman 
Linda Weitz 
Abraham and Mira Wiener 
Bruce and Laurie Wilcox 
Carl M. and Roz Witas 
Allen and Marcia Wizelman 
Joel and Peggy Wolf 
Eilean Wuhl 
David and Irene Yaghoubian 
Robert and Marilyn Yassin 
Michael and Lynn Zaifert 
Ronald and Lynn Zamansky 
David Zlotowski 
Rodney and Barbara Zolt 

Pamla Abramson 
Alice Abt 
Janet Anixter 
JoAnn Anixter Silva 
Barbara Appelbaum 
Judith Appelbaum 
Michalena Appell 
Elaine Asarch 
Becky Benaroya 
Toby Berman 
Robin Berman 
Lily Berman-Goldfarb 
Eve Beutler 
Joann Bianco 
Tammy Birnberg 
Sandra Borns 
Wendy Brooks 
Lyn Chernis 

Lion of Judah

continued on next page
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Joanne Chunowitz 
Jackie Cohen 
Diane Cohen 
Karen Cohen 
Sonia Cummings 
Susan Diamond 
Leslie Diamond 
Nancy Ditlove 
Susan Edelheit 
Jane Effress 
Judy Ehrlichman 
Phyllis Eisenberg 
Sandra Elkins 
Ruth Fairfield 
Barbara Federman 
Sande Fineman 
Carol Fragen 
Loren Friend 
Lori Fritz 
Barbara Fromm 
Jeannette Galante 
Helene Galen 
Adrienne Garland 
Diane Gershowitz 
Stacie Gillman 
Cora Ginsberg 
Ellen Glass 
Rochelle Goodman 
Jan Gordon 
Margot Halperin 
Judy Hecktman 
Rosemary Hertz 
Sharon Hill 
Cathy Hirschmann 
Libby Hoffman 
Roberta Holland 
Pat Hubbard 
Alison Hyman 
Loreen Jacobson 
Lois Johnson 
Carol Kaplan 
Frances Kaufman 
Ruth Kaufman 
Patricia Kenner 
Maxine Kirshenbaum 
Lainie Kline 
Susan Konheim 
Adrienne Kriezelman 
Marjorie Kulp 
Sheryl Labin 
Charlene Helfend Lane 
Susan Langus 
Karen Kales Lee 
Joan Lehr 
Annette Lerner 
Jeanne Levitt 
Patricia Levy 
Carol Lewis 
Bertel Lewis 
Barbara Lieberman 
Debbie Lipsett 
Carol Horwich Luber 

Marilyn Malkin 
Katherine Malkin 
Cathy Maslan 
Renee Mayer 
Laurie Meister 
Marilyn Miller 
Marnie Miller 
Joanne Mintz 
Amy Nachman 
Reesa Niznick 
Linda Noddle 
Nancy Noddle 
Celia Norian 
Cydney Osterman 
Karen Pack 
Kathryn Parker 
Carol Parsow 
Fefe Passer 
Bonnie Pearlman 
Cathy Pitts 
Barbara Platt 
Nora Rado 
Carol Resnick 
Gail Richards 
Rella Rifkin 
Gayle Romain 
Stephanie S.  Ross 
Stephanie Ross 
Marilyn Rosskam 
Lisa Roth 
Jana Rubin 
Elise Sacks 
Gail Scadron 
Phyllis Schahet 
Sherry Schor 
Annette Shapiro 
Jane Sherman 
Kimberly Shwachman 
Gail Siegel 
Nancy Siwak 
Sheila Sloan 
Katie Small 
Aviva Snow 
Judith Sontag 
Debra Star 
Marcia Stein 
Gail Stone 
Sheila Stone 
Helen Varon 
Toni Victor 
Linda Wexler 
Jane Woldenberg 
Nina Zale 
Lili Ann Zisook 
Eileen Zoll 

Nancy Altshule
Frieda Ankin
Barbara Appelbaum
Merle Arenson

Kathi Balaban
Lori Rutter
Jane Beller
Joan Blatt
Sera Brill
Joanne Chunowitz
Camille Cook 
Lilo Cooper
Linda Cooper
Allison Criz
Susan Diamond
Jane Effress
Phyllis Eisenberg
Elaine Surnow
Evie Engler
Barbara Federman
Judy Feinberg
Barbara Feldman
Carol Fragen
Judy Friednash
Lori Fritz
Jeannette Galante
Cindy Garoon
Cora Ginsberg
Yvonne Gionet
Ellen Glass
Muriel Goldberg
Wendy Goodfriend
Rochelle Goodman
Karen Gruber
Wendy Hahn
Margot Halperin
Judy Hecktman
Rosemary Hertz
Cathy Hirschmann
Libby Hoffman
Roberta Holland
Pat Hubbard
Lois Johnson
Carol Kaplan
Ruth Kaufman
Joan Kerns
Lainie Kline
Susan Konheim
Sally Kovler
Karen Krefman
Marjorie Kulp
Jo Ellen Leifer
Dolly Levy
Bertel Lewis
Barbara Lieberman
Terry Lubar
Susan Mardell
Cheryl Margolis
Melanie Harris
Charlotte Morris
Cydney Osterman
Miriam Paley
Nancy Pesoli
Valerie Piha

Barbara Platt
Annette Pluss
Linda Robin
Julie Sacks
Gail Scadron
Linda Schiff
Judy Schwartz
Sandy Schwartz
Marcia Shuwarger
Kimberly Shwachman
Amy Siegel
Cecille Silverman
Nancy Siwak
Katie Small
Elaine Stein
Lorie Steinman
Mary Jane Stern
Leslie Usow
Marsha Veit
Toni Victor
Barbara Weisberg
Linda Weitz
Laura Werner
Nina Zale
Suzanne Zarrilli
Eileen Zoll

Dan Allen
Perry Altshule
Steven Anixter
Richard Asarch
Michael Basofin
Jeff Behrens 
Richard Benaron
Carl Bianco
Gary Brill
Phillip Brilliant
William Chunowitz
Lewis Collens
Jay Cooper
William DeWoskin
Robert Diamond
Lonnie Edelheit
Stephen Ehrlichman
Paul Epstein
Jack Feinberg
Ed Fineman
Joel Fishman
Kenneth Friednash
Howard Friend
Leonard Gionet
Ronald Goldberg
David Goldberg
Barry Golden
Laurence Gorlick
James Greenbaum
Edward Gubman
Jerome Halperin

Eric Hananel
Melvin Hecktman
Sanford Hertz
Richard Hirschmann
Barry Kaiman
Mark Kantor
Burton Kaplan
William Kaplan
Rick Kline
Bryan Kocen
Bruce Konheim
Jonathan Kovler
Stephen Kulp
Ronald Langus
James Levitas
Howard Levy
Julian Levy
Norman Libman
Ken Lieberman
Howard Liszt
Terry Lubar
Judd Malkin
Greg Meidel
Rob Fraiman
Jeff Noddle
Bernard Plack
Richard Pluss
Jim Pohlad
Stephen Polacheck
Michael Pollak
Monroe Rifkin
Ben Rinkey
Marc Roth
Phillip Schneider
Ken Schoenfeld
Mark Schwartz
Thomas Schwartz
Kent Seelig
Larry Sherman
Perry Shwachman
Alvin Siwak
Scott Small
David Smerling
Richard Solomon
Jay Spak
Jeffrey Springer
Ted Stein
David Sternberg
David Tsikman
Peter Tynberg
Barry Usow
Doran Veiner
David Veit
Irwin a Volk
Michael Werner
Craig Wielansky
Lee Wielansky
Thomas Zarrilli
Larry Zoll 

Tamarisk 
Women

Tamarisk
Men

continued on next page
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Lion of Judah Endowment (LOJE)

*F. Lee Auerbach 
*Helene Berman-

Seidenfeld 
*Annabelle Bresler 
*Rosalyn Bronstein 
*Francine Cohn 
Nancy Winter Ditlove 
*Evelyn Edidin 
Carol Fragen
Helene Galen 
Cora Ginsberg 

Ellen V. Glass 
Shelli Goodman 
*Gloria Gorelik 
*Peggy Greenbaum 
Libby Hoffman 
Fran Kaufman
Ruth Kaufman 
*Jo Ann Kocen 
Carol Horwich Luber 
Joni Maltzman 
Joanne McGillis 

Cookie Miller 
Celia Norian 
Cydney Osterman 
Barbara Platt 
*Charlotte Quint 
Stephanie S. Ross 
*Munzika Schweid 
 Helen Varon 
*Mildred Weissman 
*Rosella Weissman

Chuck & Karen Cohen 
*Dr. Maurice & *Elaine Falstein 
Barbara & Bernie Fromm 
Gottesman Brown Family Trust 
*Burton Kaplan 
*Louis & *Florence Kitsis

OF THE DESERT
Endowment

 Kocen Family Trust 
Jerome Morgan 
*Stephen Platt 
*Henry Schweid 
*Elfreda Tarler 
*Morgan & Helen 

Varon 

*Sheppard 
Weissman 

Eileen Wuhl 
*Maurice Zaslawsky
  
  * Deceased
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HAVE A NOSH:  
Dairy meals are traditional 
for Shavuot ... and kugels are 
delicious dairy dishes, so here 
are four great kugels.  The 
first two have been favorites 
of mine for years. The third 
is specifically sugar free 
although the pineapple can 
be an issue for those having to 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Cook noodles in a large stockpot with boiling, salted water 
until tender, about 5 minutes. Drain noodles in a colander and place in a large bowl with the 
butter. Toss to coat well.  Lightly grease a 9 by 13-inch baking dish.  Combine sour cream, cottage 
cheese, eggs, 3/4 cup sugar, the lemon zest, vanilla, and almond extract in blender or food 
processor. Process until smooth, stopping to scrape down the sides as needed. Stir together the 
sour cream mixture, buttered noodles, and cherries. Place the noodle mixture into the prepared 
dish. In a small bowl, combine the melted butter, almonds, and the remaining 1/4 cup sugar. 
Sprinkle nut mixture over the noodle pudding and bake for  35-45 minutes. Kugel should be 
cooked through and golden, with golden-brown edges. 

CHERRY ALMOND KUGEL
8 ounces medium, spiral egg noodles  
2 tablespoons unsalted butter  
1 can pitted cherries, well drained  
1½ cups sour cream  
1 cup cottage cheese  
3 eggs  

1 cup sugar, divided  
½ teaspoon grated lemon zest  
½ teaspoon vanilla extract  
¼ teaspoon almond extract  
2 tablespoons melted butter  
½ cup slivered almonds 

Order your 
greetings today!

A wonderful 
opportunity to 

wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

Order your 
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greetings today!

A wonderful 
opportunity to 

wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

Order your 
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A wonderful 
opportunity 

to wish 
everyone 
a Happy 

New Year!

O r d e r  Yo u r  G r e e t i n g s  To d a y !

Happy New Year

Wishing You A Sweet Year

(A) $150

ORDER FORM

(B) $100

Order your 
greetings today!

A wonderful 
opportunity to 

wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

(E) $45

(D) $45

(C) $60

(F) $30
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Happy New Year!

Order your 
greetings today!

A wonderful 
opportunity to 

wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

May you be blessed with a 
year of health & happiness

ORDER FORM

ROSH HASHANAH GREETINGS

Name______________________________________________________

Phone_ ____________________________________________________
Complete form and mail to:  
Jewish Community News 

Attention: Miriam Bent 
2440 Via Lazo, Palm Springs, CA 92264  

or call 760-835-1022.

Attach either:
nn Check payable to “JEWISH FEDERATION OF THE DESERT” 
nn Completed credit card information:
     Charge to nn Visa  nn MasterCard

Name as appears on credit card:_________________________________

Billing address_______________________________________________

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________

Card  #_____________________________________________________

Expiration______________________________

Greetings Selection  
On The Back Page!

be especially careful. All four are wonderful to serve to family and friends gathering to celebrate 
the holiday! Happy Shavuot!  MHB

Preheat oven to 350̊ F. Combine cream cheese, butter, sour cream, sugar, vanilla and eggs in a 
blender until well combined. Pour in a bowl and add contents of one of the cans of mandarin 
oranges, the pineapple, cherries and cooked noodles. Combine well. Pour into a 9” X 13” baking 
dish.  Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar and arrange remaining mandarin oranges over top. Bake for 
45 minutes until golden brown and a knife inserted into center comes out clean.  Can be made 
several days ahead, refrigerated, and served cold.

TRIPLE FRUIT DAIRY KUGEL
½ lb. fine noodles, cooked
8 oz. cream cheese, at room temperature
1/4 lb. butter or margarine,  
      at room temperature
8 oz. sour cream
½ cup sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
4 eggs
2 15-oz. cans mandarin oranges, drained
1 20-z. Can crushed pineapple, drained
1 16-oz. can pitted dark cherries, drained
Cinnamon and sugar for topping

Heat oven to 350°F. Spray a 9x13 inch pan with oil spray. Beat eggs. Add Splenda and mix well 
after each addition. Add cinnamon and vanilla. Stir in the sour cream and cottage cheese. Mix in 
the pineapple and cranberries and salt. Combine with the cooked noodles.
Pour into prepared pan. Sprinkle with cinnamon on the top and bake for 45 minutes. Let cool 
and serve.

SUGAR-FREE NOODLE KUGEL
1 package no-yolks wide noodles,  
     cooked and drained
4 eggs, beaten well
¾ cup Splenda
1 cup sour cream,  
1 cup cottage cheese, low fat

1 tbsp. vanilla extract
1 tbsp. cinnamon
1 can of crushed pineapple, drained well
1/3 c dried cranberries
Pinch of kosher salt

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine all ingredients and pour into a 9” x 13” buttered pan.  
Bake for approximately 50 minutes, until the top browns and kugel sets.

APRICOT-CRANBERRY BUTTERMILK KUGEL
1 12-oz. package noodles, cooked
4 eggs, beaten
½ cup sugar
½ cup finely chopped dried apricots 
     (golden raisins may be substituted)

½ cup dried cranberries
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 quart buttermilk
4 tablespoons (half stick)  
     butter or margarine, melted

Jewish Federation Board Receives Jewish Agency Briefing
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D AV I D ’ S  C O N ST RU C T I O N 
Conscientious licensed, insured, bonded 
general contractor. Catering to all your 
home repair needs. No job too small 
or big. Room additions, remodeling, 
patio covers, decks, carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing, masonry, drywall, cement, 
wood floors, tile, fences, painting, 
sprinklers, landscaping, swamp coolers, 
custom homes and more. License #506-
370. Davidsconstruction@ymail.com.  
760-671-4476.

WRITER, EDITOR, 
PROOFREADER, COPYWRITER
... I have a ‘whey’ ‘weigh’ ‘way’ 
with words. Contact Tina Levine at 
prunehaven@protonmail.com or 
call or text 310-993-1668. 

LISA SILVERMAN; Intuitive 
Designer with an eye for all things 
beautiful! Recently relocated 
from San Francisco to Sun City 
Palm Desert, Lisa will find your 
unique personal style and 
create the space you have been 
dreaming about. 650-401-8813;  
www.decoratorguru.com. 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
SUPPORTERS welcomed.
JFS has rewarding volunteer 
opportunities in its community 
programs and is now accepting 
applications for several positions. 
Tribute cards provide a unique 
way to celebrate a special occasion 
or honor a loved one, all while 
supporting JFS programs. If 
you’re interested in learning more 
about volunteer opportunities or 
supporting JFS through the purchase 
of tribute cards, please contact  
760-325-4088 ext. 107.

LOVE BOOKS, MOVIES, AND 
LIVELY  DISCUSSIONS?  Come 
to Congregation Har-El Events this 
Spring, Summer, and Fall. Connect, 
Learn, and Share. Email harelurjpd@
gmail.com for details.         

HAR-EL SUM M ER Luncheon 
(NO HOST), Movies & discussion: 
*Corrected date June 10 for 
Nuremberg released 2025 *Movie 
title to be announced for July 8 
and August 12. NON- MEMBERS 
WELCOME.

Classifieds

Mazel tov to Temple 
S i n a i  m e m b e r 
A d i n a  L a w s o n 
on her rabbinical 
ordination ... Rabbi 
Suzanne Singer , 
one of Temple Isaiah’s 
Shabbat Services’ 
rabbis, was honored 

a s  R i v e r s i d e 
County’s “2026 
Woman of the 
Ye a r ”  a t  t h e 
W o m e n  o f 
Distinction 2026 
Celebration in 
R i v e rs i d e  o n 
March 20 for 
her “exceptional 
i m p a c t  a n d 
d e d i c a t i o n 
to service” for her 15 years as Rabbi 

of Temple Beth El in Riverside and 
her continuing work advocating 
justice, human dignity and interfaith 
understanding. Rabbi Singer has an 
additional connection to our desert 
community; she is the niece of Nancy 
Singer, president of Temple Sinai! ... 
Rabbi Shimon and Chaya Posner of 
Chabad of Rancho Mirage are happily 
looking forward to family celebrations 
of a Bar and a Bat Mitzvah the end of 
May and beginning June. Grandson 
Mordechai Kessler, son of Rabbi 

Mendel and Fraydee (Posner) Kessler 
of Sedona, Arizona will celebrate his 
Bar Mitzvah on May 30 in Sedona. 
A week later, granddaughter Gita 
Kesselman, daughter of Rabbi Leibel 
and Musie (Posner) Kesselman of 
Greenville, South Carolina will celebrate 
her Bat Mitzvah on June 4. The Kesslers 
and Kesselmans direct Chabad Houses 
in their respective communities … 
Share your simchas with us. Email 
Miriam Bent at mhbentjcn@earthlink.
net or call 760-835-1022.

Simchas

PLACE CLASSIFIED ADS
Personal Ads and Business Ads • Call 760-835-1022

Ellen Berman, Linda Borses, Dennis Bloch, Laurel Cline, Joan Hirsch, Sally Markowitz, 
Annette Novack, Mel Simrin, Lenny Smith and Sanford (Sandy) Wernick. Our deepest 
sympathies to their families and friends. May their memories endure as a blessing.

We Mourn the Passing of...

Candle Lighting Times
Friday, May 1	 Shabbat Emor	 6:46 pm
Friday, May 8	 Shabbat Behar-Bechukotai	 6:52 pm
Friday, May 15	 Shabbat Bamidbar	 6:57 pm
Thursday, May 21	 Erev Shavuot 	 7:01 pm
Friday, May 22	  Shabbat Shavuot	 7:02 pm
Friday, May 29	  Shabbat Naso	 7:07 pm
Friday, June 5	 Shabbat Bahalotcho	 7:11 pm
Friday, June 12	 Shabbat Shelach	 7:14 pm
Friday, June 19	 Shabbat Korach	 7:16 pm
Friday, June 26	 Shabbat Chukat- Balak   	 7:17 pm
Friday, July 3	 Shabbat Pincha	 7:17 pm	
Friday, July 10	 Shabbat Matot-Masei	 7:16 pm
Friday, July 17	 Shabbat Devarim	 7:13 pm
Friday, July 24	 Shabbat Vo’etchanan	 7:09 pm
Friday, July 31	 Shabbat Eikev	 7:04 pm
Wednesday, July 22	 Tisha-B’Av   	 Fast begins 7:53 pm
Thursday, July 23		  Fast ends 8:21 pm

Adina Lawson

Rabbi Suzanne Singer 
with Riverside County 

Supervisor Jose Medina



JEWISH FEDERATION OF THE DESERT
69-710 Highway 111 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270
(760) 324-4737

Your Name(s) (F) $30

Your Name(s)
(E) $45 Your Name(s)   (A) $150

Your Name(s) (B) $100

Your Name(s)
(D) $45

Your Name(s)
(C) $60

Order your Rosh Hashanah Greetings Today!
A wonderful opportunity  

to wish everyone a  
Happy New Year!

Order your 
greetings today!

A wonderful 
opportunity to 

wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

Wishing you a year of 
happiness, good health and 

the joy to once  
again be together  

with those you love.

Order form 
on page 22!  
Deadline 

August 10.

Your Name(s)
(B) $100

Wishing you a 
sweet and happy year!

Order your 
greetings today!

A wonderful 
opportunity to 

wish everyone a 
Happy New Year!

Shana Tova


