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YOM HA’ATZMAUTYOM HA’ATZMAUT
ISRAELISRAELIndependence DayIndependence Day

Jewish Federation of the Desert Presents

CLASSROOM
 #1

KID ZONE
10:15 AM-12:15 PM
PJ Library Story Time
Israeli Board Games

Ben Gurion Escape Room
Face Painting

PATIO AREA
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Kosher Food by Chabad of 
Rancho Mirage

Vendors and Jewish  
Organizations Booths

DJ – Israeli Music

CLASSROOM 
#2

Cooling Center

   Program   Program
10:00 AM	 Opening remarks and greetings from Chairs Debbie Orgen & Sheri Borax, 

Israeli Soldiers, and Alan Potash, CEO of the Jewish Federation of the Desert

10:10-10:20 AM	 Rabbi Richard Zionts - “Israel Before, During and After Statehood”

10:20-10:40 AM	 Eran Vaisben (Hillel Director) - “BDS Turned into BS”

10:40-11:15 AM	 David Dassa - Israeli Folk Dancing

11:15-12:00 Noon	 RokDuo Violin Concert of Israeli and Jewish Music

12:00 -12:10 PM	 Rabbi Yaakov Rone - “The Israel Tourists Don’t See”

12:10-12:20 PM	 Rabbi Steven Rosenberg – “Antisemitism”

12:20-12:55 PM	 David Dassa - Israeli Folk Dancing

1:00-1:45 PM	 RokDuo Violin Concert of Israeli and Jewish Music

1:45-2:00 PM	 Closing remarks: Debbie Orgen, Sheri Borax and Leslie Pepper, Director of 
Women’s Philanthropy and Community Engagement

FREE EVENT

Sunday, April 30th 
Palm Valley School Campus Rancho Mirage

Schedule subject to change.
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The man charged with setting fire to a 
synagogue in Austin, Texas, in 2021 has 
pleaded guilty to two federal charges, 
including the destruction of religious 
property, a hate crime.

The board of directors at Congregation 
Beth Israel endorsed the plea deal, telling 
members that the agreement had no 
bearing on Franklin Barrett Sechriest’s 
ultimate sentence and noting that a trial 
could deepen their trauma.

The sanctuary, historic front doors 
and stained glass windows at the Reform 
synagogue were damaged in the October 
2021 fire  that Sechriest, during a plea 
hearing on Thursday, admitted to setting. 
The fire was extinguished after a passing 
motorist alerted authorities;  Sechriest, 
then 18, was arrested 10 days after the 
fire after being identified in surveillance 
footage.

Investigators found antisemitic and 

racist material as well as bomb-making 
supplies in Sechriest’s car, according 
to  details revealed when he was 
indicted and recounted in a Department 
of Justice press release.  They also 
discovered a journal in which he had 
written, “I set fire to a synagogue.”

Under the terms of the plea deal, 
Sechriest pleaded guilty to arson and to 
the hate crime, but prosecutors dropped 
a third charge, use of a fire to commit a 
felony. He faces up to 20 years in prison 
when he is sentenced at a separate 
hearing, scheduled for June 23.

Congregation Beth Israel’s board of 
directors had voted to support the plea 
deal after being consulted by prosecutors, 
according to a message sent to all 
members Thursday by the synagogue’s 
rabbi, president and executive director.

“A plea agreement means the 
defendant must admit his guilt in open 

court and allows us to begin to heal 
without the trauma of being put through 
what would most likely be a difficult 
trial,” they wrote. They also noted that 
members of the synagogue would 

have the opportunity to submit letters 
explaining “how the defendant’s actions 
and the arson impacted us” before 
Sechriest is sentenced.

The fire came amid a spate of 
antisemitic incidents in Austin organized 
by the Goyim Defense League, a white 
supremacist group that holds antisemitic 
rallies and distributes literature promoting 
hatred of Jews. The group, which the Anti-
Defamation League said was responsible 
for nearly 500 antisemitic incidents in 
2022, had hung a banner reading  “Vax 
the Jews” from an Austin bridge  in the 
days before the synagogue fire and 
streamed a swastika-burning event shortly 
afterwards. The group’s founder  told 
the Daily Beast  that Sechriest was not 
associated with the Goyim Defense 
League.

Damaged the sanctuary, historic front doors 
and stained glass windows of  Congregation 

Beth Israel in Austin, TX  

Man Pleads Guilty to Hate Crime in 2021 Arson That Damaged Austin, Texas, 
Synagogue
By Philissa Cramer, JTA

San Francisco State University 
(SFSU) issued a statement denouncing 
antisemitism earlier this month after a 
student criticized the participation of 
a Jewish nonprofit member in a virtual 
campus meeting.

“Why is Hillel here?,” the student, 
whose identity remains unknown, said 
on March 9, The Jewish News of Northern 
California reported. “They’re an extremist 
organization.”

The outburst prompted the Hillel staff 
member to whom the remark was directed 
to leave the meeting immediately, Jewish 
News  continued. Later, Roger Feigelson, 
the group’s executive director, received 
“within an hour” a communication from 
the university’s vice president, Jamillah 
Moore, who assured him that the 
university would denounce the student’s 
actions.

“It was reported that during the 
meeting, a member of a student 
organization articulated they did not want 
SF Hillel members collaborating on the 
event and made anti-Zionist statements,” 
Moore later wrote in a letter to the 
campus community. “We want to make 
clear that San Francisco State University, 
Associate Students, and the campus 

community denounce antisemitism in any 
form. The words go against our values 
and our mission of creating a safe and 
inclusive campus community in which we 
all feel safe and welcomed.”

In response to the incident, on March 
30, the university will hold an event titled 
“Responding to Antisemitism,” which will 
feature the Anti-Defamation League’s 
(ADL) assistant regional director Alystar 
Sacks. Feigelson told Jewish News that he 
is “super impressed” with the steps the 
university has taken to heal any lingering 
wounds.

 “The partnership between SF Hillel and 

SF State is so strong now,” he continued. 
“We’re on top of this and addressing it 
together.”

SFSU has been accused of excluding 
Hillel before. In 2018, two Jewish students 
sued San Francisco State University, 
accusing it of harboring “institutionalized 
antisemitism.” The suit cited a time when 
Hillel was allegedly prohibited from 
participating in a “Know Your Rights” 
information fair in February 2017.

Nearly three months later, in May, Ollie 
Ben, Hillel’s former director, complained 
in an op-ed that the university “keeps 
the organized Jewish community at 

arm’s length, excludes our students from 
participating in campus events, allows 
speakers we invite to be shouted down 
and refuses to publicly stand against 
intolerance when it’s directed at the 
Jewish community.”

SFSU in 2019 settled the suit out of 
court before it went to trial, agreeing to 
hire a coordinator of Jewish student life 
and spend $200,000 on “educational 
efforts to promote viewpoint diversity 
(including but not limited to pro-Israel 
and Zionist viewpoints).”

In 2020, during the height of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the university’s 
Department of Arab and Muslim 
Ethnicities and Diasporas Studies  invited 
notorious Palestinian terrorist Leila 
Khaled  — who twice hijacked planes 
carrying Israeli passengers as a leading 
member of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) — to speak 
during a virtual event. Several internet 
media companies eventually prevented 
the event’s streaming on their platforms, 
which led to a row between the university 
and the professor, Rabab Abdulhadi, 
who invited Khaled.

Why is Hillel Here?’ SFU Denounces Antisemitism After Jewish Group Blasted
San Francisco State University student slams Jewish campus group Hillel as “an extremist organization,” prompting Hillel staff member to leave campus meeting.
By Dion J. Pierre, The Algemeiner   & World Israel News



18 • JCN • May 2023 • Iyar/Sivan 5783 • www.jfedps.com

BETH SHALOM, Palm Desert  
(Member, United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism) 
Ken Hailpern, Spiritual Leader 
42600 Cook Street, Second Floor,  
Palm Desert, CA 92211  
760-200-3636. 
IN-PERSON Shabbat Morning Services:  
9:45 am, followed by light Kiddush 
lunch. 
Friday, May 26, First Day of Shavu’ot, 
9:45 am; Saturday, May 27, Second Day 
of Shavu’ot, including Yizkor Memorial 
Service, 9:45 am.
For information, email info@
congregationbethshalom.net 
or call (760) 200-3636. www.
CongregationBethShalom.net

CHABAD OF PALM SPRINGS & 
DESERT COMMUNITIES
Rabbi Yonason Denebeim & Rabbi Arik 
Denebeim 
250 East Palm Canyon Drive, 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 www.
chabadpalmsprings.com  760-325-
0774.  Check website or call to confirm 
times Shabbat and holiday services are 
held.

CHABAD OF PALM DESERT
Rabbi Mendy Friedman
Call for information: 760-651-2424. 
www.chabadpd.com  760-969-2153 / 
760-969-2158

CHABAD OF RANCHO MIRAGE 
Rabbi Shimon Posner;  
Rabbi Benny Lew. 
72295 Via Marta, Rancho Mirage, CA 
92270. www.chabadrm.com   
760-770-7785
Friday night services: Check website  
for times.
Shabbat morning services begin at 10 
am, followed by a sit-down Kiddush 
lunch. Children’s program/service.
Daily Minyan: Shacharit (morning) 
Services 7:00 am, Sundays 8:00 am. 
Check web for updated times for 
Mincha & Maariv, and Shavuot Services.

CHABAD OF SUN CITY  
PALM DESERT
Rabbi Yonason Denebeim.
Plans underway to resume regular 
services and programs in Sun City Palm 
Desert. Monthly dinners and some 
classes offered now. Contact Rebbetzin 
Sussie Denebeim to receive weekly 

“Chabad in Sun City Newsletter” with 
listing of all services and activities: 
sussiedenebeim@gmail.com.

CHABAD OF LA QUINTA
Rabbi Moshe Katz    
50620 Eisenhower Drive, Ste. G103, 
La Quinta, CA 92253. 760-709-2431. 
Email: chabadlaquinta@ gmail.com.
Chabad LQ offers weekly Torah studies, 
home visitations, Kosher meals, Shabbat 
Services, Women’s Circle, Youth 
activities, Holiday programs and more.

CONGREGATION HAR-EL 
A Contemporary Reform Congregation 
(Member, Union for Reform Judaism),  
offering year-round services, Torah 
study, youth and adult classes and 
events. Membership open for residents 
and non-residents. 
Rabbi Richard Zionts, Ph.D.;  
Cantor Joseph Gole, D.Mus. 
harelurjpd@gmail.com  
760-779-1691. Website: harelurjpd.org.
Shabbat Eve Zoom Services are 
conducted weekly at 5 PM. Rabbi 
Richard Zionts shares a D’var Torah on 
a timely topic based on our timeless 
tradition. Cantor Joseph Gole provides 
inspiring melodies and insights from 
our Shabbat Eve liturgy. Attendees 
are encouraged to click on the Zoom 
presentation early for a conversation 
with clergy and congregants. Har-El 
welcomes visitors from out of state 
as well as those in California and the 
Coachella Valley.
Rabbi Zionts holds Torah Study on 
Zoom every Saturday morning at 
11 AM. For a Zoom link, contact 
harelurjpd@gmail.com.  

DESERT OUTREACH SYNAGOGUE, 
Rancho Mirage	
Rabbi Dr. Jules King; Rabbi Rachel 
Axelrad, Rabbi Andrew Bentley, Cantor 
Lori Reisman Patterson. 760-449-
0111. Mailing address: P.O. Box 982, 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270. Shabbat 
services held on the second Fridays at 
Unitarian Universalist Church of the 
Desert, 72425 Via Vail, Rancho Mirage. 
On second Saturdays: 10:30-11:30 
am Torah study on Zoom with Rabbi 
Axelrad. Beit Sefer Religious School 
Saturday mornings (from 9:45 AM to 
noon. B’nei Mitzvah classes for Children 
with Arava Talve. “Talkin’ Torah”: See 
listing on Community Calendar. 

Check website for most current 
information: www.Desert-Outreach-
Synagogue.com.

OR HAMIDBAR
Rabbi David Lazar rabbi@orhamidbar.
org.  Virtual Kabbalat Services first, 
second and fourth Fridays of the 
month, at 6:30 pm and Shabbat 
morning services at 10:30 am. Join 
Zoom meeting at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86202660636. For more information 
email info@orhamidbar.org. 
February 3 & 4: Or Hamidbar presents 
a Shabbat Experience with Rabbi 
Sam Feldman. Limited seating. RSVP 
to https://orhamidbar.org/shabbat-
experience-with-rabbi-sam-feldman/

SUN CITY JEWISH SERVICES,  
Palm Desert
Rabbi Dr. Kenneth Emert, Cantorial 
Soloist Alan Scott and Accompanist 
Brent Reynolds.  In person services 
in Speaker’s Hall in the Sunset View 
Clubhouse (second clubhouse) in Sun 
City Palm Desert the first and third 
Fridays at 7:15 pm. Please bring your 
card. Information: Nadine Brinhendler, 
707- 332-3947.

TEMPLE HAR SHALOM, Idyllwild
(951) 468-0004.  www.
templeharshalomidyllwild.org Email: 
templeharshalomofidyllwild@gmail.
com.   
Erev Shabbat Services the 4th Friday 
of each month with Rabbi Ilana 
Grinblat at 6:00 pm with dinner to 
follow.   Shabbat teaching with Rabbi 
Ilana the next morning at 9:30 am 
with bagels and coffee.  On all other 
Fridays of the month Shabbat Candle 
Lighting at 6:00 pm on Zoom. 1st 
Friday with Rabbi Malka Drucker; 2nd 
Friday with Rabbi Ilana Grinblat; 3rd 
Friday with Board host..  Check website 
templeharshalomofidyllwild.org for 
Zoom address.

TEMPLE ISAIAH, Palm Springs  
Rabbi Steven Rosenberg. (rabbisteven.
rosenberg@gmail.com). Cantor Ken 

Cohen or Soloist Dr. Sarah Sela join 
Rabbi on the bima most weeks. 
332 West Alejo Road, Palm Springs, 
CA 92262, 760-325-2281. Email: 
temple@templeisaiahps.com; www.
templeisaiahps.com.   
From April 14 until the High Holidays, 
services are being held in the Liberman 
Chapel. Weekly in-person Shabbat 
services Friday evenings at 7:30 pm, 
preceded by Wine and Cheese ‘Happy 
Hour’ from 7:00-7:30 pm and Oneg 
following. Saturday morning torah 
study, “Nosh and Drash,” begins at 10:30 
am.  All services also streamed online. 
To access any activity, go to Temple 
Isaiah’s website and click on link to 
desired service or program.  “Jewish 
University” and an online Bereavement 
Group are alternating Saturday 
afternoons from 1:30-3 PM on Zoom. 
No charge. Contact Rabbi for schedule. 
SHAVUOT: Erev Shavuot study 
Thursday, May 26, followed by 
cheesecake extravaganza. Shavuot 
services Friday, May 27 at 10:30 am. 
Second day Shavuot services /Shabbat 
services at 10:30 am Saturday, May 27; 
Yizkor.

TEMPLE SINAI, Palm Desert 
(Member, Union for Reform Judaism)
Rabbi David Novak
73-251 Hovley Lane West, Palm Desert, 
CA 92260. www.templesinaipd.org  
760-568-9699.  Go to templesinaipd.
org for access information. Shabbat 
services are in-person and online on 
Livestream at www.templesinaipd.
org. Friday evening services 5:30 pm, 
preceded by pre-service Oneg at 5:00 
pm.  Saturday morning Torah study 
8:45 am; Shabbat morning services 
10 am.  Check website for Shavuot 
services.
 
BIKUR CHOLIM
A project of Chabad of Palm Springs 
& Desert Communities (Community 
Outreach) www.BikurCholimPS.com  
Rabbi Yankel Kreiman - 760-325-8076, 
and Rabbi Mendy Kreiman –  
760-567-6726.

Shabbat Schedule - May 2023 
While more congregations are opening to in-person services if participants are fully vaccinated, it is wise to check with your chosen 
facility on Thursday or Friday to make sure there are no changes regarding attendance. Most continue to offer online services as well.
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Community Calendar of Programs - May-July 2023 

Mondays:
Har-El programs continue 
through the summer. Har-El offers 
three classes with Rabbi Zionts on 
Zoom on Mondays for residents and 
non-residents: 10:30 AM—Adult 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class; 1:00 PM—
Conversion to Judaism; 4:00 PM—
Youth Bar/Bat Mitzvah Preparation. 
Individual Zoom Sessions will be 
offered for beginning students 
who require extra preparation 
for group study. For registration 
and additional information, email: 
harelurjpd@gmail.com or call Rabbi 
Zionts at (760) 668-9943.
2:00 pm - Chabad of Palm 
Springs/Sun City: Virtual class: The 
Prayerbook, with Sussie Denebeim

7:30 pm - Chabad of Palm Springs/
Sun City: Virtual class: “The Prophets: 
Stories that shaped our history” with 
Rabbi Baruch (Boz) Werdiger. 

Tuesdays:
4:00 pm Temple Sinai begins 
weekly class on ZOOM, “Torah in 
Translation” where participants 
join Rabbi David Novak in 
reading the Torah in various English 
translations. Contact rabbi for ZOOM 
information. 

5:00-6:45 pm  Chabad Rancho 
Mirage’s popular and weekly BBQ. 
Reservations not required but 
helpful. Call 760-770-7785. Choose 
your own menu from steak to hot 
dogs to salmon, veggie burgers and 
salads. Orders can be placed online 
in advance. Note: Program stops 
around Shavuot until after the High 
Holidays. 

7:00 pm – Chabad of Palm Springs/
Sun City: Virtual class: “Insights for 
Daily Living, from the Torah” with 
Sussie Denebeim.

Wednesdays:
1:30 pm  Temple Isaiah Adult Bar/
Bat Mitzvah Class with Rabbi Steven 

Rosenberg. Interested in joining? 
Contact Rabbi at rabbisteven.
rosenberg@gmail.com.

 7:00 pm  Chabad of Palm Springs/
Sun City: ‘Ask the Rabbi’: A Weekly 
Open Q & A with Rabbi Yonason 
Denebeim.

7:00 pm Chabad of Rancho Mirage 
Tanya Class led by Rabbi Shimon 
Posner. For men and women. 
Hosted each week in Rancho Mirage 
and also available on Zoom.

8:00 pm – Temple Isaiah “Judaism 
2.0 with Rabbi Steven Rosenberg.  
Online course on ZOOM. For those 
who want to learn more about their 
Jewish heritage or want to learn 
about Judaism for the first time. Email 
Rabbi at rabbisteven.rosenberg@
gmail.com.

Thursdays:
10:00 am – noon: Or Hamidbar 
online course “Interfaith Study of the 
Acts of the Apostles” with Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Kinney and Rabbi David 
Lazar. For more information email 
info@orhamidbar.org.

11:45 am  Rabbi David Novak of 
Temple Sinai hosts a weekly “Lunch 
‘n’ Learn” in Temple Sinai’s Goodman 
Chapel.

8:00 pm – Chabad of Palm Springs 
- Virtual class: “JLI Torah Studies 
Course led by Rabbi Baruch (Boz) 
Werdiger. RSVP to Boz Werdiger, 
boz@chabadps.com, or 760-550-
5793.

Saturdays:
1:30 pm   Temple Isaiah:  
Bereavement Group held every 
other week at this time, alternating 
with Jewish University. Bereave 
Group will begin, Saturday, April 
29th at 1:30pm. Please email me 
at rabbisteven.rosenberg@gmail.
com if you would like to participate. 

This group is anyone who has 
experienced loss of any kind. 

Talkin’ Torah with Rabbi Andrew 
Bentley. Hybrid class meeting both 
in person and during Shabbat school, 
with locations to be announced 
shortly, as well as online.   Email Rabbi 
Andrew at rabbibentley@gmail.com 
for more information.

Youth and Teens:
Chabad of Rancho Mirage offers 
programs for children 3 through 
High School. Ckids Club for children 
3-13 offers monthly programs. 
CTeen is for teens in high school who 
meet weekly for events, discussion 
and participation in humanitarian 
projects. Contact Chaya at 760-272-
1923 for more information.

Wednesday, April 26
4:00 pm  Beth Shalom Yom Ha-
atzma’ut Sing-Along led by 
Rabbi J.B. Sacks, with Israeli-style 
‘nosh.’  Community welcome! RSVP 
appreciated by Friday, April 21. For 
information or to RSVP email info@
congregationbethshalom.net or call 
760-200-3636.

Sunday, April 30
10:00 am – 2:00 pm  Community 
celebration of Yom Ha-atzmaut, 
Israel’s 75th birthday, held at Palm 
Valley School’s campus, 25525 DaVall, 
Rancho Mirage. See pages 1 and 3 
for more information.

Wednesday, May 3
 3:30 pm, Har-El Zoom Book 
Review - “Let’s Ask Betka: A Story 
of Survival” by Regina Betty 
Eber as told to Jacob Eber. We are 
very fortunate to have a family 
member of Betka, Lenny Eber, 
review this book together with 
Diane Rubin; both are members of 
Har-El. Everyone welcome. Email 
harelurjpd@gmail.com for link to 
Zoom program. See ad page 5.
 

Thursday, May 4
4:15 pm Beth Shalom Book Club: 
“An Affair of Spies” by Ronald 
H. Balson. Discussion led by 
Ken Hailpern Visitors welcome. 
Information: (760) 200-3636.

 Wednesday, May 17
12:15 pm  Har-El Galen “Books to 
Movies” Series: See Remains of the 
Day, followed with discussion led by 
Judy Wallis.  For details of this event 
email harelurjpd@gmail.com. See ad 
page 11.

Wednesday, June 7
 3:30 pm, Har-El Zoom Book 
Review -  “The Letters Project” 
by Eleanor Reissa, reviewed by Joan 
Moyer (Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker (LCSW)/Certified therapist  
specializing in Trauma Therapy. The 
book explores a daughter’s journey 
through the discovery and translation 
of her father’s letters written to 
her mother in 1949. The unforeseen 
revelations that she encounters 
about her parents and events 
weave a fascinating story for the 
reader. To receive a Zoom invite and 
participate in this unique discussion, 
email harelurjpd@gmail.com. All are 
welcome. NO FEE. See ad page 3.

Wednesday, June 21
12:15 pm  Har-El Galen “Books to 
Movies” Series: See Gentlemen’s 
Agreement, followed with 
discussion led by Rosa Weinstein.  
For details of this event email 
harelurjpd@gmail.com.  
See ad page 11.

Wednesday, July 19
12:15 pm  Har-El Galen “Books to 
Movies” Series:  The Jazz Singer, 
with background and presented 
by Cantor Joseph Gole, D.Mus. 
For details of this event email 
harelurjpd@gmail.com.  
See ad page 11.
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Tribute Card Donations All contributions received by the Jewish Federation for Tribute Cards are 
placed in our special Tzedakah Fund, which provides direct monetary 

intervention for needy Jews living in the Coachella Valley. Call 760-324-4737.Sending tributes and memorials is a meaningful way to honor loved ones.

Honorarium Tributes  
In Appreciation For: 

•	 Robin Berman, Thank you from  
Cass Graff-Radford.
•	 Audrey Bernstein, Happy birthday from 
Barbara Platt.
•	 Loren Friend, Thank you from  
Cass Graff-Radford.
•	 Barbara and Bernie Fromm, Dear Mom and 
Dad, thrilled to celebrate you and your 66 years 
of love and marriage, from Davida Fromm and 
Reid Simmons.
•	 Jeannette Galante, Thank you from  
Bertel Lewis.
•	 Myra Gordon, Happy birthday from  
Barbara Platt.
•	 Rosee Hertz, Wishing you a happy special 
birthday, from Harriet Bernstein, Wendy Gross 
and Bill DeWoskin, Ruth and Mal Kaufman, 
Eunice and Jerry Meister, and Barbara Platt.
•	 Frances Horwich, Happy 95th birthday 
from Cora Ginsberg, Ellen Glass, Adrian and 
Cass Graff-Radford, Wendy Gross and Billy 
DeWoskin, Margot Halperin, Pat Hubbard, 
Marnie Miller, Mary Jo Pomorantz, Gail and Bob 
Scadron,  Judy Sontag and Michael Pollak, and 
Shelly Zucker.
•	 Nora Kaufman, In honor of you finding the 
afekoman at the seder, from Sandy Hertz. 

•	 Dr. and Mrs. Richard Pluss, Mazel tov on 
your grandson’s Bar Mitzvah, from Bobby and 
Toni Garmisa.
•	 Larry and Jane Sherman, Happy Passover. 
With many thanks, Gail and Bob Scadron.
•	 Leslie Usow, Thank you from  
Cass Graff-Radford.
•	 Barbara Weisberg, Happy birthday from 
Barbara Platt. 

Refuah Shleimah 
Get Well: 

•	 Mrs. Lilo Cooper, Wishing you a speedy and 
complete recovery, from Ruth and Mal Kaufman.
•	 Perry Green, Our very best wishes for a 
speedy recovery, from Gail and Bob Scadron
•	 Lester Morris, Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery, from Gail and Bob Scadron.

Memoriam Tributes 
Condolences Sent To:  

•	 Ron Abel, Condolences on the loss of your 
Chuck, from Barbara and Bernie Fromm.
•	 Susy Block, In memory of Steve Block, from 
Joellen Leifer.
•	 Mrs. David Brenner, In memory of your 
beloved mother Vivian, from Marnie Miller.
•	 In memory of my dear friend Deanna 
Carnick from Priscilla Moya.

•	 Judy Jacobson, So sorry for your loss, from 
Stuart Goldfine.
•	 The Lappen Family, Condolences on 
Gilbert’s passing, from Barbara and  
Bernie Fromm.
•	 Annette Lerner, In memory of your beloved 
husband Ted, from Rabbi Charna Klein.
•	 Mr. And Mrs. L. Marshak, In memory 
of Susan Reuban, from Chickie, Claude and 
Harlene Steinberger.
•	 Pearl Rader Meltzer, In memory of your 
beloved brother, Dr. Dan Rader, from cousins 
Stephanie and Paul Ross.
•	 Mrs. Jerry Morgan, In memory of your 
beloved husband Jerry, from Mark Krasne.
•	 Lola Powar and Family, In loving memory of 
your son Howard, from Corinne Bronfeld.
•	 The Lila Rauch Family, Our deepest 
sympathies, from Cora Ginsberg, Loreen 
Jacobson and Bertel Lewis.
•	 The Sinykin and Habush Families, In 
memory of Susan Reuban, from Chickie,  
Claude and Harlene Steinberger.
•	 Mrs. Harold Shulman, In memory of your 
beloved husband Hal, from Marnie Miller and 
Joe Noren.
•	 Etta Wendrow Family, In memory of your 
beloved mother Etta, from Marnie Miller and 
Joe Noren.

European fighter jets were scrambled 
to check on an El Al plane when air 
communications were briefly lost 
over Austria Monday, the  Aviation 
Herald website reported Tuesday.

After taking off at 12:09 from 
Amsterdam in the Netherlands, Flight 
LY-338 reached its cruising altitude of 
37,000 feet and headed to Tel Aviv. 
However, when air controllers in Rhein, 
Germany tried transferring their Israeli 
charge to their Austrian counterparts 
almost an hour later, the pilots of the 
commercial flight did not respond to 
the routine radio call acknowledging the 

handover.
Although flying normally, the cockpit 

remained silent during several attempts 
at contact on various frequencies, 
including the “guard” frequency, said 
the Herald. This is a very high frequency 
that is reserved exclusively for emergency 
communications and notifications, and it 
is recommended but not required that 
pilots constantly monitor it.

The plane also did not respond to calls 
by other aircraft in its vicinity.

The radio silence was enough to 
send out an alarm to a military base, 
even without any other indication of a 

problem, such as the pilots setting the 
aircraft’s transponder to the 7700, a 
code that automatically tells everyone in 
the vicinity that some kind of emergency 
has occurred.

The alarm was received at 1:08, said 

the Austrian Defense Ministry. Two of 
the country’s Eurofighters were sent 
to intercept the plane. Twelve minutes 
later, said the ministry, visual contact 
was made and radio contact was re-
established.

The fighters went back to base and the 
plane went on to Tel Aviv with no other 
issues, landing routinely three hours 
later.

Neither El Al nor Israeli’s aviation 
authority has commented on the 
incident.

 El Al plane

European Fighter Jets Scramble to Intercept El Al Passenger Plane
The Austrian fighters scrambled when air controllers could not reach the Tel Aviv-bound flight on radio.
By Batya Jerenberg, World Israel News
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A public high school in Florida has 
removed an illustrated adaptation of 
Anne Frank’s diary from its library. It is the 
second known instance of this particular 
edition of the famous Holocaust book 
being swept up by conservatives seeking 
to purge schools of literature they deem 
inappropriate.

The principal’s office of Vero Beach High 
School, which is located in a community 
on Florida’s east coast, recently decided 
to remove “Anne Frank’s Diary: The 
Graphic Adaptation” from its school 
library, according to Cristen Maddux, 
a spokesperson for the Indian River 
County school district. Maddux told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency the book was 
determined to be “not age appropriate.”

Last year, a school district in 
Texas  ordered  its librarians to remove 
the same book before reversing course a 
week later following public outcry. Other 
books about the Holocaust recently 
removed by public schools include Art 
Spiegelman’s “Maus,” which a Tennessee 
district  pulled  from its middle school 
curriculum last year, and Jodi Picoult’s “The 
Storyteller,” which was  removed  from 
another Florida district last month 
following a parental challenge.

The removal at Vero Beach High School 
was spurred by at least one challenge 
from a parent in the district affiliated with 
the conservative activist group Moms For 
Liberty, according to the Treasure Coast 

News, a local publication. In the challenge, 
the parent had reportedly written that 
the book was “not a true adaptation of 
the Holocaust.”

The district backed up that sentiment, 
Maddux told JTA. “That’s not the actual 
diary of Anne Frank,” she said. “It’s a 
fictional novel that has some inappropriate 
content in it.” Maddux added that the 
book “was removed due to minimization 
of the Holocaust,” and said, “Library 
spaces in the district currently have factual 
accounts of The Diary of Anne Frank.”

Maddux said that she herself had not 
read the book and did not immediately 
know what the “inappropriate content” in 
question was.

In a statement to JTA about various 

challenges to the graphic adaptation, the 
Anne Frank Fonds, the Switzerland-based 
foundation that controls the copyright 
to her diary, said it was “generally 
concerned  that ignorance about the 
Shoah, relativization or denial of history 
are on the rise, especially in the United 
States.” 

The foundation also defended the 
inclusion of Frank’s original writing 
by saying, “We consider the book of 
a 12-year-old girl to be appropriate 
reading for her peers.”

The graphic novel adaptation of the 
diary was released in 2018 with the 
full authorization of the Anne Frank 
Fonds. Adapted by Israeli filmmaker Ari 
Folman and illustrator David Polonsky 

and intended for young readers, the 
book compresses Frank’s actual diary 
entries into a condensed version of her 
true story. While it does contain some 
invented dialogue and surrealist scenes, 
reproductions of Frank’s actual diary in 
the book hew to her exact words.

The graphic novel has attracted some 
scrutiny for reproducing passages of 
Frank’s diary that had been edited out 
of its original Dutch publication in 1947. 
(The diary was first published in English in 
1952.)

Those passages relate Frank’s latent 
feelings of attractiveness toward another 
girl and her description of her own 
genitalia. Anne’s father Otto Frank 
restored the former passage for the 
book’s 1952 English edition, while the 
latter was not restored to the diary until 
the 1980s. Another Florida parent in a 
different school district has told JTA they 
filed a request to remove the graphic 
adaptation because of objections to 
these passages.

Florida in particular has seen a number 
of book removals as Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
a Republican, signed legislation giving 
parents power to challenge classroom 
materials, and holding educators liable for 
making inappropriate content accessible 
to students. 

DeSantis has also signed legislation 
mandating teaching about the Holocaust 
and antisemitism in the state.

Florida High School Pulls Graphic Novel Adaptation of Anne Frank’s Diary, Saying It 
Is ‘Not Age Appropriate’
By Andrew Lapin, JTA

“Anne Frank’s Diary: The Graphic Adaptation”

Actor  Chaim Topol  used his status 
as a VIP to work for the Mossad in 
countries that Israelis generally had a 
hard time accessing in the 1970s and 
80s, according to a report by Haaretz.

Topol’s wife, Galia, and his children, 
Adi and Omer, told the newspaper 
about missions their father carried 
out for  Israel’s spy agency  – including 
installing surveillance on an Arab 
nation’s embassy in a European capital.

They said the Mossad utilized Topol 
, who died In March, because of the 
fame he received from The Fiddler on 
the Roof musical, in which he starred in 

as Tevye.
Adi Topol 

told  Haaretz  that 
her father used to 
take a miniature 
Minox camera and 
a tape recorder 
with him every time 
he went abroad. 
She and her siblings 
believe they were 
devices that Topol 
used on his various assignments.

Topol’s liaison for his missions, 
according to his children, was Mossad 

agent Zvi Malkin, who was one of the 
members of the team that abducted 
Adolf Eichmann in Argentina in 1960.

“Zvika always showed up in disguise, 
came through the backyard, so he 
wouldn’t be seen, and then came into 
our apartment,” Adi told Haaretz. “‘You 
don’t have a key, so how did you get 
in?’ I asked him once, and he replied in 
his nasal tone: ‘You call that a lock?’”

“They were both actors,” Malkin’s 
son Omer told Haaretz. “One acted 
on the stage and in films, the other did 
so clandestinely using false identities 
under cover. So, in that odd and 

peculiar way, they had a lot in common.”
Galia added that Malkin would stay 

with them when they lived in London, 
using a visit to his friend as a cover, and 
Topol would help him plan his missions, 
joining him on some.

Omer Topol told Ynet that his father’s 
contributions were more minor.

“I know he helped to transfer 
documents and similar tasks, but we’re 
not talking about daring actions like 
James Bond or anything like that,” he 
said.

Topol, dressed in  
role in ‘Fiddler on  

the Roof”

Famed Israeli Actor Chaim Topol’s Family Say He Worked for Mossad 
Topol’s wife and kids said that Topol helped the Mossad with minor tasks like transferring documents and installing surveillance during 
the 70s and 80s.
By the Jerusalem Post Staff
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If It’s Shavuot It’s Gotta  
Be Cheesecake
Just days before Pesach I had a 
request for chocolate cheesecake 
and I was determined to find a 
quick, easy recipe to make before 
my Pesach cooking marathon. I went 
online and, to my delight, I found 
an absolutely delicious, super-easy, 

Have A Nosh

No-Bake Chocolate Covered Cheesecake Bites

Non-Bake Funfetti Cheesecake

To make graham cracker crumbs, add graham cracker sheets to a large Ziploc bag 
and crush with a rolling pin. Alternatively, crush with a food processor. In a medium 
bowl, mix the graham cracker crumbs, melted butter, and sugar until combined.  Pour 
the mixture into a 9 inch springform pan and press tightly into the bottom of the pan 
and slightly up the sides. Set in freezer for 10-15 minutes to firm. In a large bowl, mix 
cream cheese, sugar, flour, and vanilla until smooth and well combined. Gently stir 
in 8 ounces of Cool Whip and sprinkles. Pour filling into the chilled graham cracker 
crust, smoothing the top. Refrigerate for 4-6 hours or until firm. Remove cheesecake 
from springform pan and top with sprinkles and remaining Cool Whip (optional).  
Refrigerate until ready to serve. Enjoy!

Crust:
1 ½ cups graham cracker crumbs 
(about 10 graham cracker sheets)
6 Tbsp butter, melted
1/3 cup sugar				  
		
Filling:
Cheesecake:

24 oz cream cheese, room 
temperature
½ cup + 2 Tbsp sugar
2 Tbsp flour
2 tsp vanilla extract
4 Tbsp sprinkles, plus more for 
topping
12 oz Cool Whip, divided 

Line an 8×8 square baking pan with parchment paper. Place graham crackers in a 
food processor fitted with blade attachment. Pulse until crumbs form. Add crumbs, 
melted butter and pinch of salt in a mixing bowl. Combine well. Spread crumbs in 
bottom of pan and press down evenly. In a large bowl mix cream cheese using hand 
mixer until smooth. Add sugar and beat. Add vanilla and lemon juice and beat again. 
Add condensed milk. Spread evenly on top of crust. Chill covered for 6 hours or 
overnight. You can also freeze for 2 hours. After cheesecake has set, remove from 
pan and cut into even squares. Melt chocolate and oil in a microwave safe bowl in 30 
second intervals until completely smooth. Dip each square of cheesecake in chocolate. 
Top with sprinkles or drizzle melted white chocolate on top.

For the crust:
10 full graham crackers
10 Tbsp unsalted butter, melted
Pinch salt
For the filling:
3 8 oz packages cream cheese, at 
room temperature
2 Tbsp granulated sugar
1 14 oz can condensed milk
1 tsp vanilla extract
Juice of ½ lemon plus zest

For the topping:
2 cups dark or semi-sweet chocolate 
chips  
2 tsp vegetable oil

Sprinkles (optional)
1 cup white chocolate chips + 1 tsp 
vegetable oil (optional)

super-quick non-bake chocolate cheesecake recipe, which I am happily sharing with you. 
The funfetti cheesecake is another easy, quick-to-make recipe which was a hit at Temple 
Isaiah potlucks. A third non-bake recipe is for bite-size chocolate-covered squares of 
cheesecake, always a treat. Wishing you a wonderful, delicious Shavuot! MHB

No-Bake Chocolate Cheesecake

Place chocolate chips in small microwave-safe bowl. Microwave at medium (50%) for 
1 minute; stir. If necessary, microwave at MEDIUM an additional 15 seconds at a time, 
stirring after each heating, just until chips are melted when stirred. Set aside to cool.
Beat cream cheese, sugar and butter in large bowl on medium speed of mixer until 
creamy. Gradually add melted chips, beating on low speed until blended. Fold in 
whipped topping until blended; spoon into crust. Refrigerate until firm. Garnish as 
desired. Cover; refrigerate leftover cheesecake. 

1½ cups semi sweet chocolate chips
11 ounces cream cheese, softened
½ cup sugar
¼ cup butter or margarine, softened 
(½ stick)

2 cups whipped topping non-dairy, 
thawed
1 packaged graham cracker crust (I 
used a packaged chocolate crust that I 
found at Ralphs, and it was perfect)
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THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Swedish, 
deep tissue and foot reflexology 
modalities. Treat yourself or someone 
you love to a wondrful therapeutic 
massage. Jewish Massage Therapist with 
over 35 years experience, fourteen in 
the desert. Will come to your home  
or at my location.  Call Leora at  
760-778-0068.

D A V I D ’ S  C O N S T R U C T I O N 
Conscientious licensed, insured, bonded 
general contractor. Catering to all your home 
repair needs. No job too small or big. Room 
additions, remodeling, patio covers, decks, 
carpentry, electrical, plumbing, masonry, 
drywall, cement, wood floors, tile, fences, 
painting, sprinklers, landscaping, swamp 

coolers, custom homes and more. License 
#506-370. Davidsconstruction@ymail.com.  
760-671-4476.

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
SUPPORTERS welcomed. JFS has 
rewarding volunteer opportunities in its 
community programs and is now accepting 
applications for several positions. Tribute 
cards provide a unique way to celebrate 
a special occasion or honor a loved one, 
all while supporting JFS programs. If 
you’re interested in learning more about 
volunteer opportunities or supporting 
JFS through the purchase of tribute cards, 
please contact 760-325-4088 ext. 101.

C A E R E G I V E R .  E x p e r i e n c e d . 
Dependable.  Avai lable  to  ass ist 
with understanding and empathy.  
Full/part-time. References on request. 760-
668-6764.

Classifieds

Rabbi Yonason and Sussie Denebeim 
had double blessings this month, with 
two of their daughters giving birth to 
daughters here in our community! 
Mazel tov to Rabbi Moishe and Mussie 
Witkes on the birth of their daughter, 
Chana, born March 27th. Delighted 
grandparents are the Denebeims and 
Gary and Tammi Witkes ... and mazel 
tov to Rabbi Boz and Chaya Werdiger 
on the birth of their daughter, Esther 
Aviva ... and mazel tov to Rabbi Mendy 
and Riki Sasonkin of Chabad of Indio 
on the birth of their daughter Raizel on 
March 28 ... More babies, this time twins: 
Mazel tov mazel tov to Elyshea and 
James Evans on the birth of daughters 

Guinevere Mirah and Paige Felicity 
on April 4. Proud grandmother is Lynn 
Schwimmer ... Most of us didn’t see it 
because we were in the midst of our 
own seders or in attendance at another 
synagogue’s seder, but NBC Palm 
Springs’ news staff came to Temple 
Isaiah’s seder on the first night of Pesach 
and live-streamed a portion of the seder 
on their nightly news (pictured: Rabbi 
Steven Rosenberg and his wife Dr. 

Sarah Sela, who regularly participates 
as cantorial soloist at Isaiah’s Shabbat 
services).  ...  Share your Simchas with us. 
Email or call Miriam Bent at mhbentjcn@
earthlink.net or 760-323-0255.

Simchas Candle Lighting Times
Friday, May 5	 Shabbat Emor	 6:49 pm
Friday, May 12	 Shabbat Behar/Bechukotai	 6:54 pm
Friday, May 19	 Shabbat Bamidbar	 7:00 pm
Thursday, May 25	 Shavuot 1st day	 7:04 pm
Friday, May 26	 Shabbat/Shavuot 2nd day	 7:04 pm
Friday, June 2	 Shabbat Naso	 7:09 pm
Friday, June 9	 Shabbat Behaalotecha	 7:12 pm
Friday, June 16	 Shabbat Shlach Lecha	 7:15 pm
Friday, June 23	 Shabbat Korach	 7:17 pm
Friday, June 30	 Shabbat Chukat/Balak	 7:17 pm
Friday, July 7	 Shabbat Pinchas	 7:17 pm
Friday, July 14	 Shabbat Matot-Masei	 7:14 pm
Friday, July 21	 Shabbat Devarim	 7:11 pm
Friday, July 28	 Shabbat Va’etchanan	 7:06 pm

Stanley Heller, Herman Sassower, and Reva Hirshfield Wolk.
Our deepest sympathies to their families and friends. May their memories 
endure as a blessing.

We Mourn the Passing of...

J’s Deli, One El Paseo, Highway 
111, opened their doors in April 
2022 after an estimated one million-
dollar investment in equipment and 
remodeling. The result of the 8-month 
remodeling project is a modern open-
kitchen “old school” New York style 
deli serving breakfast, lunch and dinner 
daily from 9AM to 8PM. 

Jay and Vanessa Rubinstein partnering 
with Ron and Shelley Tamkin own J’s 
Deli, which is run as a family business. 
Jay started his career as an actor on 
Broadway but soon traded the stage 
for the hospitality industry and through 

the years has managed many “white 
tablecloth” restaurants. Before moving 
to the Desert, Jay managed the Lovi Deli 
in Los Angeles.

J’s Deli offers an extensive menu 
featuring entrees, homemade 
sandwiches, salads, superb deserts, and 
of course, their famous fresh bagels 
made on site. They make approximately 
600 bagels a day, the most popular 
being their “everything bagel”.  It took 
Jay four months and some “Divine 
intervention” (make sure to ask him 
about it) to figure out a way to make 
the bagels and another two months of 
experimentation to perfect them.

J’s Deli offers full restaurant service 
including wine and cocktails. You can 
choose indoor or outdoor seating 
or just purchase food to go. They 
also prepare dinner packages for the 
holidays or special occasions.

Next time you get the urge for a 
delicious deli sandwich (Reuben, 
pastrami, corned beef, etc) for lunch 
or to enjoy a nice dining experience 
be sure to visit J’s Deli in Palm Desert . 
. . and don’t leave without trying their 
bagel chips and crunchy pickles!   

J’s Deli
By Alberto Tejero, CFO, Jewish Federation of the Desert

Community Schools
Aleph Schoolhouse
Director: Dina Pinson

73-550 Santa Rosa Way, 
Palm Desert

Children 18 months through
Elementary School

Alephschoolhouse.org
347-721-8782
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