
I	 learned	 that	 today	 is	 the	official	 day	 for	 random	acts	of
kindness.	I	have	to	say,	I	am	a	little	perplexed	that	there	is
only	 one	 day	 needed	 to	 be	 kind.	 This	 is	 a	 recognized
international	 holiday	 that	 originated	 in	 New	 Zealand.	 I
wonder	if	there	is	a	connection	to	this	day	and	this	week’s
Torah	 Portion,	Mishpatim	also	 known	as	 Shabbat	 Sheklim.
More	on	this	at	the	end	of	my	comments.
	
The	 Jewish	 Federation	 of	 the	 Desert	 is	 mourning	 the
passing	 of	 longtime	 supporter,	 Ted	 Lerner,	 who	 passed
away	on	Sunday,	 February	12th.	Our	 sincere	 condolences
go	out	to	his	wife	Annette	and	the	entire	Lerner	Family.	May
his	memory	be	for	a	blessing.
	
On	 Monday,	 we	 hosted	 Hebrew	 University	 Professor,
Reuven	 Hazan.	 He	 gave	 a	 very	 practical	 and	 informative
look	at	 the	current	political	 issues	 in	 Israel.	He	said,	 "It	 is
very	 important	 for	 Americans	 to	 not	 compare	 America’s
governmental	 systems	 to	 Israel.	 They	 are	 two	 vastly
different	 systems.	 America’s	 is	 a	 presidential	 system	 and
Israel’s	 is	 a	 parliamentary	 system."	 I	 will	 try	 to	 draft	 an
overview	 of	 his	 talk	 with	 an	 update	 on	 the	 issues	 the
current	coalition	is	working	on	and	post	it	on	the	website.
	
This	 week	 we	 held	 our	 Major	 Gifts	 dinner.	 In	 addition	 to



hearing	 from	 our	 guest	 speaker,	 former	 60	 Minutes
producer,	Ira	Rosen,	we	honored	two	significant	community
and	 Federation	 leaders,	 Ellen	 and	 Phil	 Glass.	 Co-Chairs,
Barry	 Kaiman	 and	 Ron	 Langus,	 presented	 them	 with	 a
beautiful	 piece	 of	 art	 and	 read	 letters	 recognizing	 their
impact.	The	CEO	of	the	Jewish	United	Fund	of	Chicago	also
sent	a	nice	tribute	letter	honoring	the	work	of	the	Glasses
in	Chicago.
	
During	our	Major	Gifts	dinner,	one	of	the	serving	staff	from
Morningside	 noticed	 that	 Jewish	 Family	 Services	 is	 one	 of
the	 organizations	 that	 receives	 financial	 support	 from	 the
Federation.	 After	 thanking	 me	 for	 supporting	 JFS	 (Jewish
Family	Service)	she	wanted	to	know	if	anyone	from	JFS	was
present	so	she	could	thank	them	for	the	help	she	received.
I	 took	 her	 to	 meet	 the	 new	 president	 of	 JFS,	 Joanne
Chunowitz.
	
News	out	of	LA	 this	week	of	 two	shootings,	 thankfully	not
fatal,	 made	 its	 way	 to	 us	 in	 the	 Coachella	 Valley	 as	 the
suspect	headed	towards	Palm	Springs.	We	were	notified	by
law	 enforcement	 that	 the	 suspect	 was	 in	 our	 community
and	 to	 update	 the	 area	 clergy.	 The	 suspect	 was
apprehended	Thursday	evening.
	
This	week	 the	 Jewish	Men's	Outreach	Group	of	 the	Desert
held	a	meeting	and	program	in	our	building.	Our	building	is
here	to	be	utilized.	If	you	have	a	group	or	event	that	needs
a	location,	please	call	Gloria	Benavides.
	
The	Torah	portion	this	Shabbat	is	Mishpatim	also	knows	as
Shabbat	 Shekelim.	 Shabbat	 Shekelim	 is	 about	 the
commandment	to	take	a	census	of	the	community	by	way
of	 collecting	 a	 half-shekel	 from	 every	 adult	 male	 equally.
The	 collected	 funds	 were	 used	 for	 maintenance	 and
operations	of	the	Tabernacle.
	
Today,	we	would	 call	 this	 fund	 “to	 keep	 the	 lights	on	and
the	 doors	 open,”	 (Operating	 Funds).	 I	 want	 to	 connect
Shabbat	 Shekelim	 with	 the	 idea	 of	 kindness.	 We	 collect
funds	 to	help	people.	 Yes,	we	need	 to	 keep	 the	 lights	on,
but	 our	 purpose	 is	 to	 help	 people	 and	 strengthen	 the
community.	It	is	easier	to	do	this	through	kindness,	as	one
act	of	kindness	leads	to	another	act	of	kindness.
	
Shabbat	Shalom,
	
Alan	Potash,	CEO



If	you	are	interested	in	helping	with	the	relief	effort,	CLICK
HERE
or	you	can	contact	our	office	and	we	will	see	that	it	goes	to
the	right	sources	at	760-324-4737.

A	wonderful	and	beautiful	evening	 for	Major	Gifts	 at	 the
spectacular	Morningside	Country	Club.	Ira	Rosen,	winner	of
24	Emmy	Awards,	author	and	former	60	Minutes	Producer
was	the	keynote	speaker.	Ellen	and	Phil	Glass	were	given	a
special	 “Tree	of	 Life”	 recognition	 for	 all	 of	 their	dedicated
service	 to	 Jewish	Federation	of	The	Desert​.	 JFED	 treasurer
Ron	Langus	was	Master	of	Ceremony	and	Alan	Gitlin	did	a
superb	 job	 capturing	 CEO	 Alan	 Potash	 for	 the	 allocation
video	 highlighting	 all	 of	 the	 incredible	 programs	 JFED
supports.	Photo	credit:	Alberto	Tejero	

https://form.jotform.com/230364099037962


Professor	Reuven	Hazan,	Chair	 in	Israeli	Democracy
and	Politics	Professor	of	Political	Science	gave	a	talk
on	 Israel	 politics	 and	 the	 structure	 of	 its	 democratic
system.	 Justin	 Pressman,	 Executive	 Director,	 Western
Region,	 American	 Friends	 of	 Hebrew	 University	 also
attended	the	gathering	of	more	 than	25	people	who	were
fascinated	about	hearing	more	about	the	Israeli	system	of
government.	Pictured	L	to	R:	Professor	Hazen,	Alan	Potash
and	Justin	Pressman.

MONDAY,	MARCH	6,	2023	at	12:00PM
LIGHT	LUNCH	AT	FEDERATION

BUILDING
RSVP	BY	MARCH	2,	2023	



760-324-4737

Save	the	Date:	Tuesday,	March	21,2023
More	details	to	follow.	





Without	 the	 generosity	 of	 people	 like	 you,	 the	 support
we've	been	able	to	provide	and	continue	to	provide	would
not	be	possible.
	
Jewish	 Federations	 have	 raised	 $73	 million	 and	 allocated
nearly	 $61	 million	 to	 NGO's	 Ukraine	 and	 neighboring
countries	 to	 support	 refugees	 and	 Jewish	 communities	 in
their	time	of	need.	And	as	the	needs	change,	we	continue
allocation	funds	to	meet	them.
	
Because	of	JFNA's	partner	agencies,	the	Jewish	Agency	for
Israel,	 JDC	 and	World	ORT,	 have	 been	working	 steadily	 in
Ukraine	 for	 generations	 -	 we've	 been	 able	 to	 be	 on	 the
ground	 responding	 to	 emergency	 needs	 from	 day	 one	 of
the	conflict.

	
CLICK	FOR	UKRAINE	EMERGENCY	RELIEF	FUND!

https://jfedps.org/ukraine-emergency-relief-fund-copy.html


Reserve	Your	Space	Now....
JFED's	Upcoming	Events

	
Call	Now	to	RSVP:	760-324-4737











For	More	Information	and	Application
for	the	Western	Region	March	of	the	Living

CLICK	HERE	TO	APPLY!	
	

The	cost	is	$6,995.	The	fee	does	not	cover	domestic	travel
nor	 your	 additional	 travel	 insurance.	 At	 the	 moment,	 we
will	 be	 flying	 out	 of	 LAX	 and	 returning	 through	 EWR
(Newark),	 but	 it	 is	 not	 guaranteed.	 Scholarships	 are
available	in	many	of	our	communities.	Thank	you	so	much
for	any	support	you	can	give	to	our	local	teens.

MARK	YOUR	CALENDARS	FOR	THESE
COMMUNITY	&	HOLIDAY	EVENTS

	
	

2023	EVENTS
	

February	17	&	19
12th	Annual	Scholar-in-Residence	Weekend,

made	possible	by	a	grant	from	Jewish	Federation	of	the	Desert
Eishet	Ḥayil:	Women	of	Strength

Friday,	February	17	―	Sunday,	February	19
featuring	Dr.	Tammi	J.	Schneider,

Professor	of	Religion,	Claremont	Graduate	University

https://www.motlthewest.org/teen-track-2/teen-march-of-the-living-application/


Registration:	www.CongregationBethShalom.net
	

February	22
13th	Annual	Israel	Guide	Dog	Center	Luncheon	at	Wally's

Wednesday,	February	22,2023	
10:30	Shopping	begins;	12:00	Luncheon

For	more	information	contact
Helen	Varon	at	760-324-6448	or	piscala@aol.com

	
February	22

Har-El	Galen	Course,
Steve	Moyer,	Attorney	and	Professor
For	more	information	760-668-9943
or	by	e-mail	harelurjpd@gmail.com

	
February	27

Coachella	Valley’s	first	Interfaith	conference	on	Antisemitism
9:00	am	-4:00	pm

St.	Margret’s	Church	47535	Highway	74,	Palm	Desert
Organizers	Mensch	International	Foundation	&	St.	Margret’s

Church
For	Information:	Steve	Geiger	760-333-1189

	
March	6-7
Purim

	
March	18

Children's	Book	Reading	by	author	Ruthie	Darling
11am	to	12pm
Sponsored	by:

Desert	Outreach	Synagogue
Unitarian	Universalist	Church

72425	Via	Vail,	Rancho	Mirage,	CA	92270
She	will	be	selling	her	books	with	a

percentage	going	to	the	DOS	Religious	School.
	

March	21
Jewish	Federation	Golf	Tournament

Tamarisk	Country	Club
	

March	26-29
10th	Annual	Jewish	Film	Festival

	
March	27

"An	Affair	to	Remember"
Pomegranate	at	Le	Vallauris

	
April	5

First	Seder
Pesach	April	5-13

	
April	30

Yom	Ha’atzmaut	Community	Celebration
	

May	9
JMOGD	Golf	Tournament
Eagles	Falls	Course,	Indio

	
May	25-27
Shavuot

JBC	=	Jewish	Book	Council
	

https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
mailto:piscala@aol.com
mailto:harelurjpd@gmail.com


In-Person	and	Online
Religious	Services	Throughout
the	Coachella	Valley	and	Beyond

	
===========================

	
Chabad	of	Sun	City	Palm	Desert:

Rabbi	Yonason	Denebeim.
Call	760-848-8250	or

e-mail:	info@chabadsuncity.com	for	schedule.
	

Chabad	of	Palm	Springs	&	Desert	Communities:
Rabbi	Yonason	Denebeim	&	Rabbi	Arik	Denebeim
Pre-Shabbat	program	at	5:30p.m.	outside	shul	and

services	held	via	Zoom.	760-325-0774
Visit	www.ChabadPS.com	for	contact	and	service

information.
	

Chabad	of	Rancho	Mirage:
Rabbi	Shimon	Posner
www.chabadrm.com

760-770-7785	“Taste	of	Shul”	available	Fridays	on	Zoom
and	Facebook	live.	Send	an	e-mail:	info@chabadrm.com	

to	be	added	to	mailing	list	or
for	specific	virtual	programs	online.

	
Congregation	Beth	Shalom
Ken	Hailpern,	Spiritual	Leader

Shabbat	morning	services	at	our	new	location:
42600	Cook	St.,	Upper	Level,	Palm	Desert	at	9:45	AM

Proof	of	vaccination	required	on	first	in-person	return	visit.

https://d1a8dioxuajlzs.cloudfront.net/accounts/3419/original/pj.PNG?1674850232
tel:760-848-8250
mailto:info@chabadsuncity.com
tel:760-325-0774
http://www.chabadps.com/
https://www.chabadrm.com/
tel:760-770-7785
mailto:info@chabadrm.com


Visitors	welcome	with	proof	of
vaccination.	www.congregationbethshalom.net

	
Congregation	Har	El	-	Fridays	5:00	PM
and	Torah	study	Saturdays	at	11:00	AM

Rabbi	Richard	Zionts,	PH.D,	Cantor	Joseph	Gole
E-mail:	harelurjpd@gmail.com	for	Zoom	invitation	and	link.

	
Congregation	Shalom	Bayit

Rabbi	Kenneth	Milhander
1320	West	Williams	AVe.,	Banning,	CA	92220

Contact:	951-392-5380
	

Desert	Outreach	Synagogue
Rabbi	Dr.	Jules	King,	Rabbi	Rachel	Axelrad,

Rabbi	Andrew	Bentley	and	Cantor	Lori	Reisman
2nd	Friday	-	7:00	PM	-	Shabbat	Services	both

In-person	and	also	on	Zoom.
2nd	Saturday	morning	-	10:30-11:30	AM	-

An	hour	of	Torah	study	on	Zoom	with	Rabbi	Rachel	Axelrad.
Proof	of	vaccination	required.	Masks	optional.

Check	calendar	for	updates.
Beit	Sefer:	Religious	School	is	held	on	Saturday	mornings

(Shabbat	school),	beginning	October	8th,	from
9:45	AM	to	noon.	B'nei	Mitzvah	classes	for	children
with	Arava	Talve	and	adults	will	start	in	the	fall.
Call	760-449-0111	for	information	and	to	sign	up.

www.Desert-Outreach-Synagogue.com
	

Or	Hamidbar	-		Fridays	6:30	PM
Kabbalat	Shabbat	and	Saturdays	10:30	AM

Shabbat	prayer	and	study	-	Click	Here
	

Sun	City	Jewish	Services
Rabbi	Dr.	Kenneth	Emert,	Cantorial	Soloist	Alan	Scott	and

Accompanist	Brent	Reynolds
38180	Del	Webb	Blvd.

Meeting	in	Sunset	View	Clubhouse	(2nd	Club	House)
1st	and	3rd	Fridays	of	the	month	at	7:15	PM
Call	Nadine	Brinhendler	at	707-332-3947,	for	more

information
	

Temple	Har	Shalom,	Idyllwild
Erev	Shabbat	Services	the	4th	Friday	of	each	month

with	Rabbi	Ilana	Grinblat	at	6:00	pm	with	dinner	to	follow.		
Shabbat	teaching	with	Rabbi	Ilana	the	next	morning	at
9:30	with	bagels	and	coffee.	On	all	other	Fridays	of	the

month	Shabbat	Candle	Lighting	at	6:00	on	Zoom.
1st	Friday	with	Rabbi	Malka	Drucker
2nd	Friday	with	Rabbi	Ilana	Grinblat

3rd	Friday	with	Board	host
Phone:	951-468-0004

For	More	Information	and	for	Zoom
Link:	www.templeharshalomidyllwild.org

	
Temple	Isaiah

Rabbi	Steven	Rosenberg
Friday	evening	Shabbat	Services	in-person

(must	provide	proof	of	vaccination)	at	7:30	PM,
preceded	by	wine	and	cheese	‘nosh	and	sip’	socializing
from	7:00-7:30	PM.	Oneg	follows	service.	Services	also

https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
mailto:harelurjpd@gmail.com
tel:951-392-5380
https://www.desert-outreach-synagogue.com/
https://orhamidbar.org/online-shabbat-services/
https://templeharshalomidyllwild.org/


streamed	online	on	our	Facebook	page
at	Temple	Isaiah	Palm	Springs.

Saturday	morning	‘nosh	and	drash’	at	10:00	AM,
followed	by	Shabbat	morning	services	at	10:30	AM.	

Service	also	broadcast	on	Zoom	&	Facebook.
www.templeisaiahps.com

	
Temple	Sinai

Rabbi	David	Novak	rabbi@templesinai.org
Temple	Sinai	requires	all	people	on	the	campus

to	be	fully	vaccinated.
Friday	Shabbat	Services	at	5:30	PM

Shabbat	morning	Torah	study	at	8:45	AM
Shabbat	morning	worship	at	10:00	AM

All	worship	is	held	in-person	and	available	online
at	www.templesinaipd.org

Jewish	Federation	of	the	Desert
					69710	Highway	111,	Rancho	Mirage,	CA		92270

760-324-4737
	

www.JFEDPS.org

https://www.templeisaiahps.com/
mailto:rabbi@templesinai.org
http://www.templesinaipd.org/
http://www.jfedps.org/

