
	

	
My	 comments	 this	 week	 will	 not
be	 the	 usual	 focus	 on
philanthropy	 and	 Jewish	 issues.	 I
am	 taking	 a	 different	 approach
this	week.	I	still	want	you	to	think
about	 the	 power	 of	 philanthropy
and	 please	 think	 about	 the
Federation	 and	 other	 Jewish

causes,	 when	 you	 use	 your	 power	 of	 philanthropy.	 Today,	 I	 want	 to
share	with	you	a	study	that	came	across	my	newsfeed	this	week.	The
U.S.	News	and	World	Report’s	ranking	of	the	best	countries	in	2022.	

I	 find	 these	 types	 of	 studies	 to	 be	 interesting	 and	 this	 one	 didn’t
disappoint—I	will	leave	a	link	to	the	study	at	the	end.	When	one	thinks
of	 the	 best	 countries,	 which	 ones	 come	 to	 your	 mind?	 Of	 course,	 I
always	think	the	U.S.	and	Israel	should	be	at	the	top	of	the	list.

What	criteria	does	one	use	to	make	such	a	judgment?	Fortunately,	we
can	dive	 into	 the	methodology	used	to	determine	the	ranking;	 it	was
published	with	 the	results.	To	cut	 through	the	suspense,	here	are	 the
top	 ten	 countries	 in	 order	 of	 ranking	 by	 the	 methodology:	 	 1.
Switzerland,	 2.	Germany,	 3.	 Canada,	 4.	 United	 States,	 5.	 Sweden,	 6.
Japan,	 7.	 Australia,	 8.	 United	 Kingdom.	 9.	 France,	 10.	 Denmark,	 and
Israel	 came	 in	 37th	 sandwiched	 between	 Russia	 36th	 and	 Argentina
38th.

Now,	 the	 question,	 how	 were	 these	 countries	 graded?	 The	 research
team	of	BAV	 (a	global	marketing	and	communications	company)	and
the	Wharton	School	of	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	came	up	with	the
survey	 and	 the	 attributes	 and	 compiled	 data	 from	 17,000	 people
across	 the	 globe	 ranking	 85	 countries.	 The	 10	 attributes	 used	 were
Adventure,	 Agility,	 Cultural	 Influence,	 Entrepreneurship,	 Heritage,
Movers,	Open	for	Business,	Power,	Social	Purpose	and	Quality	of	Life.	A
comprehensive	explanation	of	each	of	the	attributes	is	included	in	the
study.

If	 we	 looked	 at	 any	 of	 the	 attributes	 and	 asked	 the	 question,	 where
would	 you	 rank	 the	 U.S.	 and	 Israel?	 Examining	 and	 comparing	 the
attributes	 of	 Entrepreneurship,	 Social	 Purpose,	 Quality	 of	 Life,	 Power
and	Heritage	this	is	what	we	find:	Entrepreneurship:	U.S.	was	4th	and
Israel	26th,	Social	Purpose:	U.S.	18th	and	 Israel	53rd,	Quality	of	Life:
U.S.	 21st	 and	 Israel	 44th,	 Power:	 U.S.	 1st	 and	 Israel	 10th	 (Israel’s
highest	ranking),	Heritage:	U.S.	20th	and	Israel	34th.

Heritage	 kind	 of	 surprised	me.	How	 could	 Israel	with	 a	 history	 going

	



back	 thousands	 of	 years	 be	 ranked	 below	 the	 U.S.	 More	 on	 this	 in
future	updates.	For	the	time	being,	if	you	are	interested	in	this	study,
please	 click	 on	 the	 link	 below	 and	 feel	 free	 to	 share	 with	 me	 your
thoughts.

CLICK	HERE	FOR	THE	U.S.	NEWS	AND	WORLD	REPORT	STUDY!

Shabbat	Shalom,
Alan	Potash,	CEO

	

	

	Tzedakah	Fund
by	Alberto	Tejero,	CFO,	JFED

The	 Federation’s	 Tzedakah	 Fund	 dispenses	 financial	 aid	 to	 Jewish
families	and	individuals	in	need	throughout	the	Coachella	Valley.

The	Tzedakah	Fund	provides	help	(mainly)	with	utility	bills	and	rent,	to

	

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/us-news-unveils-best-countries-rankings#:~:text=%20Switzerland%20has%20reclaimed%20its%20No.%201%20spot,down%20to%20No.%203%20in%20the%202022%20rankings.


a	 maximum	 of	 $2,500	 per	 recipient	 /
lifetime.	There	have	been	cases	 in	which
help	 with	 dental	 work,	 local	 moving
expenses,	 etc	 have	 been	 also	 granted.
The	 needs	 and	 requests	 for	 financial	 aid
may	 change	 from	 year	 to	 year.	 Each
application	 for	 financial	 help	 is	 carefully
assessed	 and	 treated	 with	 maximum
expedience	and	confidentiality.	

Our	 records	 show	 that	 370	 families	 and
individuals	have	been	helped	since	2006	with	an	average	of	$1,957	per
recipient	 for	 a	 total	 of	 $48,000	 (average)	 per	 year	 but	 a	 closer	 look
shows	 that	 the	 request	 for	 financial	 aid	 is	 cyclical	 and	 has	 increased
dramatically	in	recent	years.

The	 COVID	 pandemic,	 the	 volatility	 of	 the	 financial	 market,	 the	 real
estate	bubble,	inflation	and	longer	lifespan	(among	others)	have	been
responsible	for	the	lately	spike.

The	 construction	 of	 an	 Amazon	 distribution	 center,	 which	 will	 bring
needed	job	opportunities	to	the	Desert	Hot	Springs	area,	has	impacted
the	rent	prices	 in	the	area	with	many	senior	citizens	seeing	their	rent
doubled	in	price	and	struggling	to	afford	it.

We	 are	 grateful	 for	 all	 you	 have	 and	 continue	 to	 do	 to	 support	 the
Federation’s	 Tzedakah	 Fund.	 Unfortunately,	 this	 year	 2022/23	 we
expect	to	receive	an	historical	amount	of	aid	requests.	Your	support	is
more	 critical	 than	ever	 to	 ensure	 that	 funds	are	available	 to	 the	 less
fortunate	members	 of	 our	 community	 especially	 as	we	 approach	 the
Holiday	Season.

	
	

	 Without	 the	 generosity	 of	 people	 like	 you,	 the	 support	 we've	 been
able	to	provide	and	continue	to	provide	would	not	be	possible.

Jewish	Federations	have	raised	$73	million	and	allocated	nearly	$61
million	 to	 NGOs	 in	 Ukraine	 and	 neighboring	 countries	 to	 support

	

http://www.jfedps.org/ukraine-emergency-relief-fund-copy.html


refugees	and	 Jewish	 communities	 in	 their	 time	of	need.	And	as	 the
needs	change,	we	continue	allocating	funds	to	meet	them.

Because	of	JFNA's	partner	agencies,	the	Jewish	Agency	for	Israel,	JDC,
and	 World	 ORT,	 have	 been	 working	 steadily	 in	 Ukraine	 for
generations	 –	 we’ve	 been	 able	 to	 be	 on	 the	 ground	 responding	 to
emergency	 needs	 from	 day	 one	 of	 the	 conflict.	 	 CLICK	 FOR	 UKRAINE
EMERGENCY	RELIEF	FUND!

	
	

	

	

	 Don't	Miss	JFED's	Upcoming
Unique	and	Engaging	Events

Call	Now	to	RSVP:	760-324-4737

	

http://www.jfedps.org/ukraine-emergency-relief-fund-copy.html


	



	 The	event	will	be	held	in	the	UCR	Palm	Desert	Campus,	Building	B	in
the	 auditorium.	 To	 RSVP	 contact:	 Leslie	 Pepper	 at
leslie.pepper@jfedps.org	or	at	760-324-4737.

CLICK	HERE	FOR	PROMOTIONAL	VIDEO!

	

	
	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4FBVBL0ck4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4FBVBL0ck4
mailto:leslie.pepper@jfedps.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4FBVBL0ck4
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	 For	the	past	6	years	the	Women's	Philanthropy	has	held	our	annual
Card	Day	to	benefit	our	Tzedakah	fund	in	December.	 	This	year,	we
have	had	to	postpone	it	until	 late	Spring	2023	due	to	our	extremely
full	and	exciting	calendar	of	events.

The	 Jewish	 Federation	 of	 the	 Desert	 provides	 a	 Special	 Tzedakah
Fund	 for	 local	 Jews	 in	 need	 of	 financial	 assistance	 for	 temporary
emergencies.	We	provide	funds	for	individuals	which	have	resided	in
the	 Desert	 for	 at	 least	 one	 year	 and	 within	 certain	 limitations,	 for
rent,	utilities	and	medical	 costs,	 as	well	 as	 funds	 for	medical	home
improvements	for	user	friendly	daily	living,	including	ramps,	railings,
elevated	toilet	seats,	ramps,	etc.	to	local	seniors	and	families	in	dire
need.

We	 appreciate	 your	 support	 of	 this	 sold-out	 event	 in	 the	 past	 and
look	 forward	 to	 hosting	 it	 again	 in	 the	 future.	 Your	 support	 of	 our
Tzedakah	 fund	 through	 our	 Card	 Day	 and	 Tributes	 has	 helped	 so
many	 people	 in	 need	 in	 our	 community.	 We	 are	 grateful	 for	 your
support.

	

	

	
	 MAJOR	GIFTS:

February	15,	2023	-	5:30PM	Reception
Followed	by	Dinner	and	Speaker	Presentation

Author	Ira	Rosen
Ticking	Clock:	Behind	the	Scenes	at	60	Minutes

Co-Hosts:	Ron	Langus	and	Barry	Kaiman
Morningside	Country	Club,	Rancho	Mirage

	

	

	
About	 the	 Author:	 For	 nearly	 25	 years,	 Ira
Rosen	 has	 produced	 some	 of	 the	 most
memorable,	 important,	 and	 groundbreaking
stories	 for	60	Minutes.	A	 former	Nieman	Fellow
at	 Harvard	 University,	 Rosen	 was	 a	 senior
producer	of	Primetime	Live	with	Diane	 Sawyer.
Rose	 has	 won	 24	 Emmy®	 awards,	 4	 DuPont

Awards,	 2	 RFK	 awards	 and	 2	 Peabody®	 awards	 for	 his	 incredible
writing	 and	 body	 of	 work.	 He	 is	 the	 co-author	 of	 The	 Warning:
Accident	at	Three	Mile	Island.

	

	
	



	



	



	



	

https://secure2.convio.net/wzoa/site/Ticketing?view=Tickets&id=109051


	

	

	 3-Part	Series	"G'milut	Hasadim"
Sponsored	by	USCJ

TO	REGISTER	CLICK	HERE!

	

	

https://www.chabadgolfclassic.com/
http://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdT53TcGbNvdsrHZSmSX7Q54rQSV9WHbbuC3PqgpGywXLHiuw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9VyGsHHP80o3hhTlYjdJtiI0Nwu0ulmdh239mcGnZQN3ncw/viewform?usp=sf_link


	 For	More	Information	and	Application
for	the	Western	Region	March	of	the	Living

CLICK	HERE	TO	APPLY!	

The	cost	is	$6,995.	The	fee	does	not	cover	domestic	travel	nor	your
additional	 travel	 insurance.	At	 the	moment,	we	will	be	 flying	out	of
LAX	and	 returning	 through	EWR	 (Newark),	but	 it	 is	not	guaranteed.
Scholarships	are	available	in	many	of	our	communities.	Thank	you	so
much	for	any	support	you	can	give	to	our	local	teens.

	

	
	

	
WHY	MUSIC	IS	FUNDAMENTAL

TO	JEWISH	PRAYER

	

https://www.motlthewest.org/teen-track-2/teen-march-of-the-living-application/


Jewish	 tradition	 teaches	 that
music	 unlocks	 the	 door	 to	 divine
connection.	Here's	how.

CLICK	HERE	TO	READ	MORE!

	
	

TODAY'S	JEWISH	RECIPE

Cheesy	Pull-Apart	Garlic	Bread
Babka

CLICK	HERE	TO	READ	MORE!

	

	
	

	
	 MARK	YOUR	CALENDARS	FOR	THESE

COMMUNITY	&	HOLIDAY	EVENTS
	

	
	 2023	EVENTS

January	11
Cantor	Azi	Schwartz	Concert,	SOLD	OUT

Sun	City	Palm	Desert

January	15
"The	Extraordinary	Journey	of	Ruth	Gruber"

Documentary	Screening
Temple	Sinai

January	16
Lion	of	Judah	Brunch

with	JBC	Author	Letty	Cottin	Pogrebin

January	27
"Stand	With	Us"

Fashion	Show	and	Luncheon,	Temple	Isaiah

January	27
Be	a	Mensch,	International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Day

at	11:00	AM,	Palm	Desert	Civic	Park	Amphitheater
For	more	information:	menschfoundation@yahoo.com

January	27	&	29
G’milut	Ḥasadim	"Acts	of	Loving	Kindness"	-	ACT	3:	CHILDHELP
Friday,	January	27	@	7:45pm	&	Sunday,	January	29	@	11:00am

	

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/why-music-is-fundamental-to-jewish-prayer/?utm_source=mjl_maropost&utm_campaign=MJL&utm_medium=email
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/cheesy-pull-apart-garlic-bread-babka-recipe/?utm_source=mjl_maropost&utm_campaign=MJL&utm_medium=email
mailto:menschfoundation@yahoo.com


Erev	Shabbat	Services	with	guest	speaker,
Sheri	Bogh,	Program	Director,	Community	Relations,

Childhelp	Merv	Griffin	Village	in	Beaumont
Complimentary	Sunday	Brunch	and	learning
with	Rabbi	J.B.	Sacks	-	Registration	REQUIRED
	Registration:	www.CongregationBethShalom.net

January	29
Holocaust	Remembrance	Commemoration

featuring	“The	Braid”

February	3	&	4
Or	Hamidbar	presents	a

Shabbat	Experience	with	Rabbi	Sam	Feldman
Free	admission	to	all	events.	Limited	seating

RSVP	at:	https://orhamidbar.org/shabbat-experience-with-rabbi-sam-feldman/

February	5
Hadassah's		Mahj	Day

Palm	Desert	Sun	City	(8:30	AM	-	4:15	PM)
For	more	information	contact:	Shelley	Miller	Mantell

	760-327-4188	or	e-mail:	Shelleyps@aol.com

February	5
"Cantors	on	Broadway"

Temple	Isaiah

February	5
Tu	B'Shevat	Seder	with	lite	Israeli-style	meal	@	4:00pm

Reservations	REQUIRED:	$22	members	/	$27	non-members
Registration:	www.CongregationBethShalom.net

February	5
"How	to	be	Jewish,	Queer	and	Sane	in	2023"

4:00-6:00PM	at	Temple	Sinai
RSVP	to:	LGBTQ@templesinaipd.org

February	15
Major	Gifts

featuring	JBC	Author	Ira	Rosen

February	17	&	19
12th	Annual	Scholar-in-Residence	Weekend,

made	possible	by	a	grant	from	Jewish	Federation	of	the	Desert
Eishet	Ḥayil:	Women	of	Strength

Friday,	February	17	―	Sunday,	February	19
featuring	Dr.	Tammi	J.	Schneider,

Professor	of	Religion,	Claremont	Graduate	University
Registration:	www.CongregationBethShalom.net

March	3

https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
mailto:Shelleyps@aol.com
https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
mailto:LGBTQ@templesinaipd.org
https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/


Shabbat	Across	America	/	Hadassah	Shabbat	@7:45pm
Erev	Shabbat	Services	with	Oneg	Shabbat

sponsored	by	Sabra	Hadassah
Visit	our	website	for	details:

www.CongregationBethShalom.net

March	6-7
Purim

March	21
Jewish	Federation	Golf	Tournament

Tamarisk	Country	Club

March	26-29
10th	Annual	Jewish	Film	Festival

March	27
"An	Affair	to	Remember"

Pomegranate	at	Le	Vallauris

April	5
First	Seder

Pesach	April	5-13

April	30
Yom	Ha’atzmaut	Community	Celebration

May	9
JMOGD	Golf	Tournament
Eagles	Falls	Course,	Indio

May	25-27
Shavuot

JBC	=	Jewish	Book	Council
	
	

	
Your	 Child	 or	 Grandchild	 will	 be
thrilled	if	you	enroll	them	in	the	PJ
Library	 Free	 Jewish	 Books.
Please	 take	 a	 moment	 and	 sign
them	up,	you'll	be	glad	you	did.

CLICK	TO	SIGN	UP!

	

	

	
	 	

https://www.jfedps.org/pj-library.html
https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
http://www.jfedps.org/pj-library.html


In-Person	and	Online
Religious	Services	Throughout

the	Coachella	Valley	and
Beyond

Chabad	of	Sun	City	Palm	Desert:
Rabbi	Yonason	Denebeim.
Call	760-848-8250	or	e-mail:	info@chabadsuncity.com	for	schedule.

Chabad	of	Palm	Springs	&	Desert	Communities:
Rabbi	Yonason	Denebeim	&	Rabbi	Arik	Denebeim	Pre-Shabbat
program	at	5:30p.m.	outside	shul	and	services	held	via	Zoom.	760-
325-0774
Visit	www.ChabadPS.com	for	contact	and	service	information.

Chabad	of	Rancho	Mirage:
Rabbi	Shimon	Posner
www.chabadrm.com
760-770-7785	“Taste	of	Shul”	available	Fridays	on	Zoom	and
Facebook	live.	Send	an	e-mail:	info@chabadrm.com	to	be	added	to
mailing	list	or
for	specific	virtual	programs	online.

Congregation	Beth	Shalom
Ken	Hailpern,	Spiritual	Leader
Shabbat	morning	services	at	our	new	location:	42600	Cook	St.,
Upper	Level,	Palm	Desert	at	9:45	AM
Proof	of	vaccination	required	on	first	in-person	return	visit.	Visitors
welcome	with	proof	of	vaccination.	www.congregationbethshalom.net

Congregation	Har	El	-	Fridays	5:00	PM
and	Torah	study	Saturdays	at	11:00	AM
Rabbi	Richard	Zionts,	PH.D,	Cantor	Joseph	Gole
E-mail:	harelurjpd@gmail.com	for	Zoom	invitation	and	link.

Congregation	Shalom	Bayit
Rabbi	Kenneth	Milhander
1320	West	Williams	AVe.,	Banning,	CA	92220
Contact:	951-392-5380

Desert	Outreach	Synagogue
Rabbi	Dr.	Jules	King,	Rabbi	Rachel	Axelrad,	Rabbi	Andrew	Bentley	and
Cantor	Lori	Reisman
2nd	Friday	 -	7:00	PM	 -	Shabbat	Services	both	 In-person	and	also
on	Zoom.
2nd	Saturday	morning	-	10:30-11:30	AM	-	An	hour	of	Torah	study

tel:760-848-8250
mailto:info@chabadsuncity.com
tel:760-325-0774
http://www.chabadps.com/
https://www.chabadrm.com/
tel:760-770-7785
mailto:info@chabadrm.com
https://www.congregationbethshalom.net/
mailto:harelurjpd@gmail.com
tel:951-392-5380


on	Zoom	with	Rabbi	Rachel	Axelrad.
Proof	 of	 vaccination	 required.	 Masks	 optional.	 Check	 calendar	 for
updates.
Beit	 Sefer:	 Religious	 School	 is	 held	 on	 Saturday	mornings	 (Shabbat
school),	beginning	October	8th,	from	9:45	AM	to	noon.	B'nei	Mitzvah
classes	for	children	with	Arava	Talve	and	adults	will	start	 in	the	fall.
Call	760-449-0111	for	information	and	to	sign	up.
www.Desert-Outreach-Synagogue.com

Or	Hamidbar	-		Fridays	6:30	PM
Kabbalat	Shabbat	and	Saturdays	10:30	AM
Shabbat	prayer	and	study	-	Click	Here

Sun	City	Jewish	Services
Rabbi	Dr.	Kenneth	Emert,	Cantorial	Soloist	Alan	Scott	and
Accompanist	Brent	Reynolds
38180	Del	Webb	Blvd.
Meeting	in	Sunset	View	Clubhouse	(2nd	Club	House)
1st	and	3rd	Fridays	of	the	month	at	7:15	PM
Call	Nadine	Brinhendler	at	707-332-3947,	for	more	information

Temple	Har	Shalom,	Idyllwild
Erev	Shabbat	Services	the	4th	Friday	of	each	month	with	Rabbi	Ilana
Grinblat	 at	 6:00	 pm	with	 dinner	 to	 follow.	 	 	 Shabbat	 teaching	with
Rabbi	Ilana	the	next	morning	at	9:30	with	bagels	and	coffee.		On	all
other	Fridays	of	the	month	Shabbat	Candle	Lighting	at	6:00	on	Zoom.
1st	Friday	with	Rabbi	Malka	Drucker
2nd	Friday	with	Rabbi	Ilana	Grinblat
3rd	Friday	with	Board	host
Phone:	951-468-0004
For	 More	 Information	 and	 for	 Zoom	 Link:
www.templeharshalomidyllwild.org

Temple	Isaiah
Rabbi	Steven	Rosenberg
Friday	evening	Shabbat	Services	in-person	(must	provide	proof	of
vaccination)	at	7:30	PM,	preceded	by	wine	and	cheese	‘nosh	and
sip’	socializing	from	7:00-7:30	PM.	Oneg	follows	service.	Services
also	streamed	online	on	our	Facebook	page	at	Temple	Isaiah	Palm
Springs.
Saturday	morning	‘nosh	and	drash’	at	10:00	AM,	followed	by
Shabbat	morning	services	at	10:30	AM.	Service	also	broadcast
on	Zoom	&	Facebook.
www.templeisaiahps.com

Temple	Sinai
Rabbi	David	Novak	rabbi@templesinai.org
Temple	Sinai	requires	all	people	on	the	campus	to	be	fully

https://www.desert-outreach-synagogue.com/
https://orhamidbar.org/online-shabbat-services/
https://templeharshalomidyllwild.org/
https://www.templeisaiahps.com/
mailto:rabbi@templesinai.org


vaccinated.
Friday	Shabbat	Services	at	5:30	PM
Shabbat	morning	Torah	study	at	8:45	AM
Shabbat	morning	worship	at	10:00	AM
All	worship	is	held	in-person	and	available	online	at
www.templesinaipd.org

	
	

	 					Jewish	Federation	of	the	Desert
					111,	Rancho	Mirage,	CA		92270

760-324-4737
www.JFEDPS.org

	

	
	

	 STAY	CONNECTED	WITH	JFED 	
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